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Plain Reasons for Diſſenting, Oc. 


HEN a Man coolly reflects upon the 
Diſputes between the Church of England 
and thoſe who diſſent from her, carried 
on for ſo long a Time with ſo much 
Heat, and with ſo little Reaſon ſtill ſubſiſting, he 
may well be ſurpriz'd to find, that ſo much Smoke 
hath ariſen from ſo little Fire: It is indeed amazing 
to ſee ſuch Numbers zealouſly perſiſting in a Practice 
which apparently weakens the Proteſtant Cauſe, and 
is by the Laws of Chriſt as much condemn'd, and as 
plainly forbidden as any other of the leaſt juſtifiable. 
Were we to enquire particularly from whence this 
comes to pals, ſeveral Reaſons might be aſſigned for 
it, and amongſt theſe I think the two which I ſhall 
mention are none of the leaſt conſiderable, | 

One Reaſon of this is, becauſe the Matter in Diſ- 
pute between the Church of England and the Diſſen- 
ters is not generally underſtood. 

From the great Earneſtneſs and extraordinary 
Zeal with which the diſſenting Intereſt hath been 
maintained, it may be imagined by thoſe who do 
not give themſelves the Trouble of enquiring, that 
the Church of England doth teach ſome ſtrange and 
unſcriptural Doctrines. But there is no ſuch Thing; 
there 1s no Diſpute of 4 ſort; the doctrinal * 
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cles of the Church of England are allowed by the 
Diſſenters to be true, and their Teachers do them- 
ſelves ſubſcribe them : The Diſpute therefore between 
us and them, is wholly relating to Matters of ſmaller 
Moment, and chiefly to our Rites and Ceremonies : 
And this certainly ought to abate the Heat and Fury 
of the Diſſenters, viz. That we do not differ about 
any fundamental Points, but chiefly about things in 
themſelves of an indifferent Nature. 

Now, as to theſe Things, it ſhould be conſidered, 
that no Truths are plainer than theſe following : 
That if they be not ſinful, then they may be con- 
{cienciouſly complied with ; and if a Man may with 
a good Conſcience comply with them, then it is un- 
reaſonable and ſinful to ſeparate upon their Account; 
becauſe, to preſerve the Peace of the Church, and to 
obey the Commands of lawful Authority, are certain 
and indiſpenſable Duties. | 

This bach often been urged againſt the Diſſenters 
with great Strength of Argument; and yet when 
they produce their Reaſons, by which they would 
juſtify their Separation, what they object to us ſeems 
to be of ſo little Moment, as ſcarce to deſerve a ſe- 
rious Anſwer. Dr. Reſbury did well obſerve of the 
Diſſenters Objections to this Effect; That when they 
were placed together, they looked as if thoſe who 
brought them, were in hopes they might prevail ra- 
ther by their Number than their Weight; and might 
act like the Articles of an Impeachment, none of 
which perhaps would /ngly affect the accuſed Per- 
ſon, but all together may amount to accumulative 
Treaſon. 

But this Management in our Caſe will not be al- 
lowed by a reaſonable Man; for if no one of the 
Conditions required by the Church of England is ſin- 
ful, it is plain they may all be complied with; and 
therefore the ſhort Queſtion between us is this, Whe- 
ther the Things which the Church of England re- 
quires of its Members be actually ſinful or = ? 

or 
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For if they be not, the Separation is made without 
Reaſon, and cannot be defended. 

As this is ſo plain a Queſtion, it may very eaſily 
be reſolved; for tho* it may be difficult to aſcertain 
the exact Degrees of Sin or of Virtue, it is much 
eaſier to diftinguiſh the one from the other, If a 
Thing be ſinful, it may require much Judgment to 
conſider all the aggravating Circumſtances of it, and 
to ſet forth preciſely how far it is ſinful or other- 
wiſe : But almoſt any Chriſtian may know whether 
what is required of him be ſinful or not : If it be 
immoral, his own Reaſon will tell him ſo; if it be 
forbidden by the Revealed Word of God, he will 
find it forbidden in the Holy Scriptures : But if it be 
neither wicked in its own Nature, nor yet forbidden 
in the Scriptures, how can it poſſibly be ſinful ? And 
if it be not ſinful, why may not I comply with it? 

As this then 1s the plain Queſtion between us and 
the Diſſenters, it follows, that tho* we ſhould admit 
that ſome little Things in the Practice or the Diſci- 
pline of our Church might poſſibly be altered and 
amended ; yet ſo long as we require nothing ſinful, 
thoſe little Defects or Blemiſhes (if any ſuch there 
are) will not be a ſufficient Ground for ſeparating 
from us. As to thoſe Things with which I am con- 
cerned in the following Pages, I hope fully to juſtify 
the Church of England, to the Satisfaction of the 
Reader: But ſince there are a great Number of Arti- 
cles which I have to conſider, and as I intend to be 
as ſhort as I can conveniently, perhaps to ſome Per- 
ſons ſuch a Juſtification as I propole may not in 
ſome Points ſeem perfectly clear: However, if that 
ſhould happen, I flatter myſelf I ſhall at leaſt make 
it very evident that none of the Things objected to 
us do make the Conditions of our Communion fin. 
ful, which, as I have obſerved, 1s ſufficient for our 
Purpoſe. 

There is one who hath before been appealed to 
upon this Point, and his Judgment (one might ex- 
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) ſhould have ſome Weight with our diſſenting 
rethren; and that is Calvin, who ſays expreſsly, 
Wherever the Goſpel is preached and reverently heard, 
and the Sacraments are adminiſtred, there is the true 
Appearance of a Church; whoſe Authority no Man may 
with Impunity deſpiſe, or rejet# its Admonitions, or reſt 
its Counſels, or ſet at nought its Diſcipline , much leſs 
ſeparate from it, and break its Unity. For ſo great 4 
Regard has our Lord to the Communion of his Church, 
that be accounts him an Apoſtate from his Religion, who 
obſtinately ſeparates from any Chriſtian Society which 
keeps up the true Miniſtry of the Word and Sacra- 
ments, —— Altho* it be otherwiſe very corrupt. Mr. 
Calvin here puts this Matter much ſtronger than is 
neceſſary for the Defence of our Church : And it 1s 
Pity they who admire this Gentleman's Judgment 
in other Repects, will not likewiſe follow it in this. 
They will, if they conſider that the proper Queſtion 
between us and the Diſſenters, is not whether any of 
our Uſages may poſſibly be altered for the better? 
But whether the Conditions we require of our Mem- 
bers be ſinful or not ? And one Reaſon why theſe 
Matters have been carried ſo far, is, as I apprehend, 
becauſe this thing is not ſufficiently, if it be at all 
conſidered, by the generality of our Diſſenters. 
Another Reaſon why the Diſſenters are ſo nume- 
rous and ſo zealous in their Oppoſition to the 
Church of England, is, becauſe, they are much de- 


* Utcunque fit, ubi reverenter auditur Evangelii prædicatio, 
neque Sacramenta negliguntur, illic pro eo tempore, neque fallax 
neque ambigua Eccleſiæ apparet facies : cujus vel Authoritatem 
ſpernere, vel Monita reſpuere, vel Confiliis refragari, vel Caſtiga- 
tiones ludere, nemini impune licet : Multo minus ab ea deficere 
ac ejus abrumpere Unitatem. Tanti enim Eccleſiæ ſuz Commy- 
nionem facit Dominus, ut pro transfuga et Deſertore Religious 
habeat, quicunque ſe a qualibet Chriſtiana Societate, quæ modo 
verum Verbi ac Sacramentorum Miniſterium colat, contumaniter 
alienarit. 

Aud afterwards ſpeaking of the fame Thing, be add,, 

Etiamſi [Eccleſia ſcil. vel Societas illa] multis alioqui Vitiis 
fcateat. Job. Calv. Inſtitut. lib. 4. c. 1. ſect. 10. 12. bij 
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ceived by their Leaders; and by the artful Manage- 
ment of thoſe, whoſe Intereſt it is to blow up the 
Coals and encreaſe our Diviſions, are made to enter- 
tain ſuch an Opinion of our Church as it doth upon 
no account deſerve. One Method of doing this, is 
that of diſperſing great Numbers of ſmall Treatiſes 
contrived for that purpoſe ; and among the Books of 
this ſort, the little Piece'to which this is an Anſwer, 
is not to be eſteemed the leaſt pernicious. 

It has been publiſhed ſeveral Years, and yet little 
or no notice hath been taken of it; poſſibly for theſe 
Reaſons ; Firſt, becauſe every Thing that is material 
in it hath long ſince been conſidered by ſeveral 
learned and good Men of the eſtabliſhed Church; 
and this makes an Anſwer to it the leſs neceſſary » 
And Secondly, becauſe little Danger might be ex- 
pected from this Performance. I was myſelf of the 
ſame Opinion, that it could do no harm, and that an 
Anſwer would only make that be more taken notice 
of, which otherwiſe of itſelf would ſoon be forgotten. 
But as I perceive it hath gone through ſo many Edi- 
tions (no leſs than Twenty Two) and really 1s in high 
Eſteem among ſeveral Diſſenters in my Neighbour- 
hood; and as I have Reaſon to think that among 
the lower ſort of People (thoſe who have not an Op- 
portunity of ſeeing better Books) it actually hath 
done much Miſchief; I have determined to conſider 
the Reaſons which this Writer gives for diſſenting 
from the Church of England, and ſhall ſhew that if 
he hath no better than thoſe which he mentions in 
this Book (and to be ſure he gave us his beſt) then 
neither he, nor thoſe who admire him, and proceed 
upon the ſame Principles, can be juſtified in their Se- 
paration ſrom the National Church. | 


The Author of the plain Reaſons wrote them, 
0 1. To inform us that they do not diſſent from us 
* out of Stubbornneſs, or becauſe they love Conten- 


tion; but from a tender Conſcience. 
* 2. 0 


61 


- * 2, To furniſh well-meaning Diſſenters with plain 
« Reaſons for their common Practice.” p. 1. 

I write this, to ſhew that the tendereſt Conſcience 
ought not to lay any ſtreſs upon the things which 
he objects to us; and to prevent unwary and well- 
meaning Perſons from being led into ſo dangerous a 
Sin, as that of needleſsly encreaſing the Diviſions of 
the Church, by withdrawing themſelves without juſt 
Cauſe from our Communion : A Practice which hath 
brought the Reformation into greater Contempt, and 
unhappily weaken'd the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe 
Kingdoms, more than any other whatſoever. 

The Author of the Reaſons hath this Advantage, 
that his Objections lye within a narrow Compals, but 
an Anſwer to them muſt take up more Room, and 
the larger the Anſwer is, the greater muſt be the 
Purchaſe, and conſequently it will come into the fewer 
Hands: For this Reaſon I will confine myſelf chiefly 
to his ten plain Reaſons, and give a more general An- 
{wer to the remaining Part of his Piece, being de- 
termin*d to make this, agreably to the Title of it, as 
foort an Anſwer as I conveniently can, If it ſhould 
chance to fall into the Hands of any judicious Reader 
who is acquainted with our Diſputes, he will perceive 
that as the Objections are old, ſo in general are the 
Anſwers to them : and I have ſometimes choſen ra- 
ther to give them in the very Words of ſome former 
Writer than in my own, not only becauſe they expreſs 
their own Thoughts much better than I can do, but 
allo to ſhew the Diſingenuity of theWriter I am con- 
cern'd with, who could gravely bring forth the ſame 
_ ſtale Objections, without taking the leaſt Notice of 

what had been ſaid againſt them. 

As it is well known that the Author of the plain 
Reaſons is aTeacher in an Independent Congregation, 
[ might return the ill Language which he beſtows 
upon "the Clergy, and might, according to his Me- 
thod, throw it upon the Difſenting Teachers 1 in 01 
ral; 


1 


ral; as the Reader will allow, when in the following 
Pages he ſhall ſee how unfairly he miſrepreſents ſome 
Things, and wickedly forges or perverts others, in 
order to blacken thoſe from whom he diſſents : But 
as my Deſign is only to inform the miſguided, or 
thoſe who are likely to be fo, I will not take Oc- 
caſion from a particular Inſtance to make general 
Reflections, nor will I uſe any harſher Expreſſions 
even of this Man, than a juit Concern for Truth 
ſhall extort from me, not rendring Evil for Evil, or 
Railing for Railing, but, as the Apoſtle teaches, 1 Pet, 
iii. 9. contrariwiſe Bleſſmg ; and I pray, that it may 
pleaſe God to give him Grace to repent of this un- 
charitable and unchriſtian Work, and to grant him 
at length that pure and tender Conſcience, which he 
already profeſſeth to have. 

The Author of the Reaſons ſeems to blame the 
Clergy for preaching Morality, as if that was not 
a Part of the pure Word of God, p. 6. But I hope 
he will allow, that Lying, and Fraud and Deceit of 
all ſorts is really ſinful, and upon all accounts to be 
abhorred and deteſted by every faithful Chriſtian : And 
if I can ſhew that this Author is guilty of ſuch Prac- 
tices, and doth endeavour to deceive and impoſe upon 
his Readers, even in a Book where he extols the 
Tenderneſs of his Conſcience in the moſt minute Matters 
of Religion, then his Admirers muſt grant, there 1s 
Reaſon for them to alter their Opinion of him, and 
that they ſhould lay no Streſs upon his Aſſertions, 
where he doth not ſupport them with good Proof. 

- This Piece is written in ſuch a rambling Manner, 
and, what Argument there 1s in it, 1s mixed with 
ſo many uncharitable Aſperſions and notorious Un- 
truths, occaſionally thrown in to prejudice the Rea- 
der againſt the Clergy, that it is very difficult, if not 
impracticable to give it a regular Anſwer : An In- 
ſtance of this we have in his firſt Reaſon; for after 
objecting to us that the Church of England is not ſo 

pure 
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pure a Church 4s ſome others are, he runs away to 
the Right which the People are ſaid to have of 


| chooſing their own Miniſter as they do their Phyſi- 


cian, (and this is the Subject of his eighth Reaſon ;) 
after which, he charges the Clergy with perverting 
the common meaning of the Word exxayoiz and infi- 
nuates that they make their People think it ſignifies 
the Place of Worſhip, and not the Congregation aſ- 
ſembled therein. Now this I beg leave to deny, and 
J challenge him to produce any good Writer of the 
Church of England who aſſerts this; ſo that he 
might have ſaved himſelf the Trouble of bringing 
thoſe Texts of Scripture to fix the common Meaning 
of a Word which no Body will diſpute with him; 
but ſtill theſe Things, thus occaſionally thrown in, 
do anſwer his Purpoſe; for they prejudice an ignorant 
Reader, and do divert him from attending to the 
Argument he 1s upon : and therefore in ſhewing the 
Infufficiency of his Reaſons, I ſhall collect his Argu- 
ment (if I can) in its full Force, then urge what I 
have to ſay againſt that, and afterwards take ſome 
Notice of his Occaſional Reflections. 

Nevertheleſs, though no Part of our Controverſy 
depends at all upon this Point, it may be worth our 
Author's while to conſider 1 Cor. xi. 18. 20. 22. be- 
fore he poſitively aſſerts, That the Greek Word fo 
c often uſed for Church in the NewTeſtament always 
<« ſignifies the People met together, not the Place where 
* they meet.“ I do not affirm that the Word in this 
Text doth neceſſarily ſignify the Place of Worſhip z 
but I believe this Writer will find it no eaſy matter to 

rove that it cannot have that Senſe ; and one diſpu- 
table Text 1s ſufficient at leaſt to weaken his general 
Aſſertion. But after all, what Wonder is it, if the 
Word be not uſed in that Senſe before there were 
any ſtated Places for the Publick Afſemblies of Chri- 


ſtians ? It is very certain that after Places were ſet 


apart for that Purpoſe, the Chriſtian Writers made 
no 
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no Scruple of calling them by that Name: And 
they had the fame Right to uſe the Word in that 
Senſe, as they had to call the Place where the Jes 
aſſembled, a Synagogue, which Word literally ſignifies 
a Congregation. 


Rzason I. | 

We Diſſent from the Church of En land, be- 
cc cauſe we do not look upon it to be ſo Hers a Church 
* as ſome others are. 

He hath not been pleaſed to tell us what, and 
where thoſe other Churches are; but we ſuppoſe he 
means his own Congregation for one; and in order 
to prove this, he allows the Definition of a Church 
which is in the XIX#® Article of the Church of 
England, and then endeavours to ſhew that the Na- 
tional Church of England doth not anſwer the De- 
ſcription given in that Article, and therefore is not ſo 
pure a Church as ſome others, to which he thinks that 
Deſcription is more applicable: That is,“ in Order 
to prove the Church of England not to be /o pure 
a Church as ſome others are, he undertakes to ſhew, 
that it is not a Church at all, But this certainly 1s a 
very odd Method of Reaſoning : For the regu- 
lar way of ſupporting his Propoſition would have 
been, to have produced his other Churches, and 
formed a Compariſon between them and the Church 
of England, in order to ſhew their greater Degree of 
Purity ; And even then, it would have been incum- 
bent upon him to prove this a ſufficient Reaſon for 
Diſſenting : However, he has thought proper to take 
another Method; And as this is his Argument, we 
will now ſce how he maintains it. 

The viſible Church, /ays he, p. 5. is a Congre- 
* oation of faithful Men, met together to —_— 
„God, in which the pure Word of God is preach'd, 


* Thus Chry/e Ham, Hom. 43, in Act. Apoſt. ſpeaking of Poul's 


Preaching in an Upper Chamber, ſays expreſsly, S r P 4 mn. 


Sicx uc, for as yet there was not a Churcb. 
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« and. the Sacraments be duly miniſtred, according 
+ to Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that of 
« Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. This, he tells 
44 45, is the XIX. Article of the Church of England.” - 
Now tho? one would not expect, that a Writer up- 
on ſuch a Subject ſhould 8 even in the very 
firſt Quotation which he makes from the Writings of 
our Church; if the Reader turns to the Article (which 
he will find i in moſt of our Common Prayer Books) 
he will perceive that thoſe Words, met together to 
pond God, 3 are wickedly put in by this confSencioas 
Teacher; and if you : e them out, his firſt Ob- 
ſervation will fall 2 once. | 
The former Part of the XIX. Article is really 
this; The vi/ivle- Church of Chrijt is a Congregation of 
faithful Men, in the which the pure Word of God is 
preached, and the Sacraments be duly miniſtred, accord- 
ing to Chriſt's Ordinance, in all thoſe Things that of 
Neceſſity are requi/ite to the ſame. 
Now he obſerves upon this Article, that, « by our 
% own Words, the viſible Church muſt be no more 
than can meet together to worſhip God in one Place ,”? 
And yet in our Words there 1s not one Syllable 
about meeting together to worſhip God in one Place : 
From whence it appears, that the Reader ought not 
to depend upon the Veracity of this Man, ſince he 
endeavours to impoſe upon him in ſo barefaced and 
flagrant a manner. 
le argues further to this Effect; That there can- 
not be ſuch a Thing as a National Church, becauſe 
the whole Nation cannot be ſuppoſed to meet toge- 
ther; and therefore the whole Nat tion cannot be a 
Congregation, as the Viſible Church is in the Article 
ſaid to be. 
But he might have known that the Word Con- 
egation has the fame Senſe in this Article, that it 
| hath in the 55". Canon; where the Clergy are di- 
rected to move the People to join with them in 
Prayer to this Effect; Ze ſball pray for as "wu 
atholic 
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Catholick Church; that is, the whole Congregation of 
Chriſtian People diſperſed throughout the World, and 
eſpecially for the Churches of England, c. You ſee 
then, the Catholick or Univerſal Church, that Church 
which is ſaid to be the Body of Chrift, and of which 
Feſus Chriſt is the Head, conſiſts of all Chriſtian Peo- 
ple whereſoever diſperſed throughout the World, al- 
though not a Millionth Part of them ever can be 
ſuppoſed ro meet together : And as the Catholick 
Church conſiſts of all particular Churches, united un- 
der the one only Sovereign Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo the 
Church of England conſiſts of all the particular 
Churches in this Kingdom, which are in Commu— 
nion with her; and is, as we ſay, a Society, a Con- 
f of faithful Men, in which the pure Word 
of is preached, c. in the ſame Senſe as the 
Church at large, or the Catholick Church, is a Con- 
egation of all Chriſtian People; altho* they never 
id, nor can they ever be ſuppoſed to meet in one 
Place. And this thing is well illuſtrated by the 
Conſtitution of a large City : For as all the ſeveral 
Companies of the City of London under the Lord 
Mayor, make but one City, ſo the ſeveral Pariſhes or 
Congregations in any Dioceſe under the Juriſdiction 
of a Biſhop, make but one Church ; and ſo we may 
ſpeak of the Church of Canterbury, the Church of 
Lincoln, or the Church of Norwich, &c, And when 
we conſider all theſe further united to each other by 
the Laws of the Nation, agreeing in the ſame Doc- 
trine and Diſcipline, &c. We call them in a col- 
lective Body, the National Church. See Stilling- 
fleets Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Part III. 
As we had an Inſtance of this Author's Fidelity, 
or rather his want of it, in reciting this Article 4 it 
cannot be expected we ſhould believe him as to the 
Truth of his other Quotations ; therefore I ſhall take 
no notice here, of what he reports from C 


45 Martyr, only I muſt aſſure the Reader they 
no {uch thing; and 4 they did, it would make 
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no more for his purpoſe than the Text of Scripture 
which he produces, 1 Cor. xiv. 23. F therefore. the 
whole Church be come together into one Place, In An- 
ſwer to this, it is ſufficient to obſerve, that at the 
firſt planting of Chriſtianity, when the Number of 
the Faithful, i. e. of Chriſtians, was ſmall, they 
might very eaſily meet together; and ſo when the 
far greater Number of the Citizens of Corinth were 
Heathens, the whole Church, all the Believers there, 
might, as the Apoſtle ſays, come together into one 
Place: But this Text would only prove that the Mem- 
bers of the Church of Corinth were at that time not 
very numerous; if this was neceſſarily its Meaning“. 
But I will give this Writer a Text which is ſome- 
thing to the Purpoſe ; It is ſaid As iv. 4. That five 
thouſand Believers were added to the Church in one Day ; 
and we read of three thouſand converted before that 
Acts ii. 41. So that the Church of Feruſalem con- 
fiſted at that time of eight thouſand Souls, beſides 
the Apoſtles, and a great many more whoſe Conver- 
ſion is not mention*d : And how can it be conceiv'd, 
that when the Jews were daily perſecuting, and diſ- 
treſſing the Chriſtians, theſe eight thouſand People 
could meet together in one Place to worſhip God ? 
Theſe are plain Texts and full to the Point, and yet 
the Church is all along ſpoken of as only one Society. 
It is an Obſervation of Biſhop S!://ing flees which 
doth not once fail: That throughout the NewTeſta- 
ment, where Churches are ſpoken of in the plural 
Number, they are the Churches of a Province; as 
the Churches of Judæa, the Churches of Aa, the 
Churches of Syria and Cilicia, the Churches of 
Galatia, the Churches of Macedonia : But where all 
the Chriſtians of one City are ſpoken of, it is ſtill 
call'd the Church of that City; as the Church of An- 
roc, the Church of Corinth, &c. : And when the ſeven 
Churches of 4 are ſppken of together, they are the 
ſcven Churches; but when they are ſpoken.to ſingly, 
See the Poſtſcript. ; | 


it 


131 


it is the Church of Epbeſus, the Church of Smyrna, 

Sc. which being ſpoken without any Diſcrimination, 

as to the difference of theſe Places in greatneſs and 

Capacity, or the Number of Believers in them, 

doth evidently diſcover, that, what Number ſoever 

2 were, they were all but the Church of that 
ity *. 

5 The ſecond Obſervation upon the Article is, 
4 That the Church is a Congregation of faithful 
« Men,” . e. Believers in Chriſt 3 or if he likes the 
Word better, he may call them Saints, for that is 
all which is meant by the Word Saints, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. 
It is not eaſy to fix his Meaning, when he talks of a 
Goſpel Church conſiſting of none but viſible Saints: 
If he means that the Purity of a Church cannot con- 
fiſt with the wicked Lives of ſome of its profeſſed 
Members, I will venture to ſay, upon this Principle, 
there is not, nor ever was, nor ever will be a pure 
Church upon Earth; we know there was a Judas 
amongſt the twelve Apoſtles, He adds, The 
« Clergy know whether they act according to their 
Articles in this Matter, or whether ſaying the 
Creed will not do.” The Reader may judge of 
our Behaviour in this Particular; for the laſt Anſwer 
in our Catechiſm, will ſhew what we require of 
Perſons who come to the Lord's Supper, and that 


is, that they examine ibemſelves whether they repent 


them truly of their former Sins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſing to 
lead a new Life, have a lively Faith in God's Mercy 
through Chriſt, with a thankful Remembrance of his 
Death, and be in Charity with all Men. 

Now, if a Man repents him truly of his former 
Sins, if he ſteadfaſtly purpoſes to lead a new Life, 
if he hath a lively Faith in Gods Mercy thro? Chriſt, 
if he hath a thankful Remembrance of his Death, 
and if he be in Charity with all Men; then we fay 
he is a proper Perſon to be admitted to the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, but not otherwiſe, If 


® Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Part III. f. 5. che 
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the Writer knew the Church of Englaud requir'd this 
of all her Communicants, then he is not to be ex- 
cuſed for inſinuating that we only requir*d the repea- 
ting the Creed. The Creed is only a ſhort Collection 
of the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and by 
ſolemnly repeating that, we make a ſolemn Profeſſion 
of our Faith; but the Clergy never laid any Streſs 
upon the meer repeating of that Form of Words; 
and as to the ſcandalous Story he tells at the End o 
this Obſervation, I will yenture to fay (if it was told 
him, which I much queſtion) there was no Truth in 
it. If by having ſo much Money, he means receiving 
ſo much, and would thereby inſinuate that we bribe 
the Poor, or (as he calls it, p. 17.) hire them to 
come to the Lord's Supper; I muſt acquaint the 
Reader, that the Collections which are made at our 
Sacraments, I believe, are always diſpos'd of to the 
working Poor; and, to my own Knowledge, in 
many of the Pariſhes in Tpfewich, where this Writer 
lives, (and I believe in all) the Diſſenters themſelves 
have a Part of them : So that they are diſtributed 
with an impartial Hand, among our induftrious and 
necefſitous Brethren ; and receiving the Sacrament 
doth, of itſelf, by no Means entitle any Perſon to a 
Reward from us: The Infinuation therefore, that 
we bribe or hire our poor Communicants is falſe, If 
by having, he means giving ſo much Money, (as I 
ſhould rather think he doth, for he is ſpeaking of 
the Qualifications which we require of our Com- 
municants) it is ſo far from being inſiſted upon as 
neceſſary for every one to give, that ſeveral of our 
Communicants receive of the Charity themſelves, and 
never give any thing; every Perſon gives or not, 
Juſt as he pleaſes; and at the very Time of the Col- 
lection, Part of the Exhortation is in the Apoſtle's 
Words, 2 Cor. ix. 7. Let every Man do according as 
be is diſpoſed in his Heart, not grudgingly, or of Ne- 
ceſlity for God loveth à cheerful Giver, 
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His third Obſervation is, that, according to the Ar- 
ticle, the Pure Word of God is to be preach'd; 
Not an Oration of the excellent Conſtitution of 
« their Church, or of Paſſive Obedience, or an Ex- 
« chmation againſt Schiſm, or a Diſcourſe of Mo- 
&« rality, or only exclaiming againſt ſuch Vices as the 
« yery Light of Nature condemns.” And does the 
Article affirm, or imply all this? No ſuch thing z 
it is all his own, and ariſes from that Dexterity in 
31 Words, of which he is ſo great a Maſter. 
f you will believe him, the Article affirms, that 
what 13 to be preach'd muſt be the Pure Word of 
God; that is, (if there be any Senſe in what follows) 
in a Pure Church they muſt preach nothing elſe but 
the Pure Word of God only, meaning thereby the 
Dactrines liar to the Chriſtian Religion. But if 
you will take the Words of the Article itſelf, it only 
ſays, the Pure Word of God muſt be preachd in the 
Congregation : And ſo it mays and yet Diſcourſes 
of Morality, &c. may be frequently introduced. 
Did not our Lord preach the Pure Word of God on 
the Mount ? And yet that Diſcourſe contains the 


fineſt Lecture of Morality the World ever heard! 


Did not the Apoſtles Write the Pure Word of God 
in their Epiſtles ? And yet they frequently intermix 
not only Precepts of Morality, but other things-alſo 
relating to the Diſputes at that time ſubſiſting in the 


Church. Part, therefore, of this Accuſation we very 


willingly confeſs : The Clergy do indeed preach ſound 
Morality 3 they enforce it by all the perſwaſive Argu- 
ments, which can be brought from theWord of God, 
or from the Light of Reaſon; and in this they only 
follow the Command and Example of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour and his Apoſtles. And if there are Men, who, 
thoꝰ they call themſelves Chriſtians, yet are guilty of 


thoſe Vices which the very Light of Nature condemns'; 


ſurely it can be no Sin to exhort and admoniſh a 
Chriſtian Audience againſt them : If there are Men 
who daily endeavour, by all infamous Arts, to ali- 

enate 
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enate the Affections of the People from the eſtabliſh'd 
Church ; and if it is permitted them to revile her, 
and calumniate the Clergy, with all the Freedom 
imaginable, (as this Writer cannot but by Experience 
know it 1s) ſurely then it can be no Sin in the Clergy, 
if they ſhould ſometimes, occaſionally, be ſuffer'd to tay 
ſomething in Defence of that Church, of which they 
are the lawfully commiſſioned Prieſts : And whilſt 
this Man, and fome of his Brethren, are decoying 
our Members, and perſwading them that Schiſm is no 
Sin, or that their Followers are not guilty of it ; 
Are the Clergy to be blamed, it they prove the 
contrary ? It was unfair to mention the Doctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience, ſince he might know that if 
it is at all, it is not now, in the odious Senſe of thoſe 
Words, generally maintain'd. 

And tho? this Author inſinuates in the next Para- 
graph, That the Clergy do not preach Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Doctrines of Faith and Repentance, Rege- 
* neration, Sanctification, and the neceſſity of God's 
“Grace in order to all thefe, &c. and that the Diſ- 
* ſenters do ;” I beg you would conſider that you 
have only his Word for it; and if you will take 
mine (who am more capable of knowing that Fact, 
than he who ſeldom hears any one preach but him- 
ſelf, and never hears the Clergy ; it, I ſay, you will 
take my Word) I can aſſure you we preach all thoſe 
Doctrines, and all others, agreeably to the Thirty- 
nine Articles : This any Man may. know by Expe- 
rience, for he has it in his Power to convince him- 
ſelf : And if he likes not that Method, I appeal to 
the Sermons in general which are publiſhed by the 


Divines of the Church of England. 


4. The fourth Obſervation is, that © the Sacraments 

«< muſt be duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's 
% Ordinance,” and 

5. That „ in adminiſtring the Ordinances of 

* Chriſt, there muſt be no unneceſſary Things im- 

«< poſed on Men, Theſe (he ſays) are the 1 * 

& Parts 
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i Parts of that XIX Article of the Church of E 


& land, and we heartily agree to every one of them.“ 
He 1s to ſpeak of thefe two laſt afterward ; and 

therefore I ſhould have ſaid nothing of them here, if 

I was not obliged to take notice, in regard to Truth, 

that the Article doth not give the leaſt Ground for 

the laſt Obſervation, as the Reader will ſoon perceive 
turning to it. 

The Article faith only, That the Sacraments be duly 
adminiſtred according to Chriſt®s Ordinance, in all thoſe 
Things that of Neceſſity are requiſite to the ſame, or are 
neceſſarily required. 

Now inſtead of ſaying with the Article, that there 
muſt be every Thing which is neceſſary to the Sacraments, 
he gives the Senſe as if it had faid, there muſt be no- 


thing but what is neceſſary ; which you perceive are 


evidently two very different Things. 

This is another Inſtance of his endeavouring to 
impoſe upon his Readers; and if he is a Scholar, as 
he pretends to be, he could not do theſe Things out 

of . they muſt be done by Deſign. At 

length then we have done with this Article; but I 

muſt infiſt upon it, that in the future Editions of his 

Book, when he calls it an Article of our Church, he 

ſhould give it, not as he hath corrupted it, and per- 

verted its Meaning ; but as it ſtands in the Place 
from whence he either took it, or elſe ought to have 
taken it. 

He here takes Occaſion to abuſe the Clergy very 
heartily, for two very great Faults (if they were true) 
Ignorance and Idleneſs; and to ſupport the Charge, 
he brings an angry Paſſage from Biſhop Burnet ; but 
tho? this may ſeem a good Authority as coming from 
a Biſhop of our Church, yet the Reader is deſir*d to 
Conſider. 

Firſt, The Biſhop doth not ſay he ordain*d or pre- 
ferr*d any of theſe inſufficient and ignorant Men, but 
that they came to be ordain d, and came for Inſtitution : 
And this only ſhews, that ſometimes ignorant and 

C wicked 
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181 
wicked Men will have the Impudence to think them- 
ſelves qualified, and endeavour to thruſt themſelves 
into the Miniſtry, tho' they are the unfitteſt Men in 
the World for it. 

Secondly, If it be ſuppos'd (as it ought not) that 
the Biſhop did ordain them, he muſt have been ſo 
wicked a Man, upon that Suppoſition, that his Teſti- 
mony, by his own Confeſſion, ſhould not be believ'd. 

Thirdly, If he did not ordain them, it is much for 
the Credit of our Church, that our Biſhops take ſuch 
Care to reje& inſufficient Men: And I muſt appeal to 
our Diſſenting Brethren who are upon the Indepen- 
dent Scheme, whether there 1s ſuch Care taken among 
them? I muſt ſay, any of thoſe impudent Young 
Men, whom the Biſhop ſpeaks of, (how ignorant 
ſoever they might be) might have applied Texts of 
Scripture as properly as this Writer does, even in a 
Book where he charges the Clergy with Ignorance : 
And as it appears from the Biſhop's Account they did 
not want Aſſurance, I appeal to all Men, whether, if 
they could have found a Number of People weak 
enough to have choſen them, they might not have 
made a conſiderable Figure in the Independent, Con- 
gregational Way? Neither muſt the Writer or his 
Admirers be angry with me for ſaying this, ſince I 
intend to ſhew, before I have done with him, that 
this very Reaſoner is as ignorant as thoſe young 
Men can be fairly ſuppoſed to have been. 

Fourthly, The Reader is deſired to obſerve, that 
the Biſhop's chief Deſign in this Paſſage ſeems to be 
to laſh the Two Univerſities for neglecting to read 
the Scriptures z and as his Lordſhip was a Scotchman 
by Birth, and was educated in Scotland, he might not 
be ſo well acquainted with the Diſcipline at Cambridge 
or Oxford; or in his old Age (at Seventy) might 
have forgotten it: For every one who knows any 
thing of them, knows that the Scholars are ſtrictly 
_ obliged to be preſent at the reading four Chapters 
every Day; and I can lay of my own kt 

; N c 
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that Lectures in the New Teſtament are conſtantly 
read in ſeveral Colleges, and a ſtrict Charge is given 
by the Tutors, to be conſtant in reading the Holy 
Scriptures in private. 

And I muſt add, that the Scholars in our Univer- 
ſities have ſo many ways of being acquainted with 
the Scriptures (even ſuppoſing them negligent in 
private) that it muſt be very groſly their own Faults 
if they are ; 20 in any ſuch Degree as the Biſhop 
pretends, For, not to mention the publick Sermons 
in the Univerſity Churches, the Practical Parts of the 
Chriſtian Religion are frequently explained by Ser- 
mons, in all; and by Catechetical Lectures inſtituted 
for that purpoſe, in many of their private Colleges 
And the Foundations of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
the principal Doctrines of it, are diſcuſſed and ſo- 
lidly eſtabliſhed, in the Diſputations in the publick 
Schools, and private Chapels ; ſo that it can hardly 
be imagined by thoſe who know our Univerſities, 
that they ſhould be liable to ſo unrighteous a Cen- 
ſure, as has been paſſed upon them upon this Ac- 
count. And as to what our Author has added to 
Dr. Burnet's Paſſage, the worthy Tutors in our Uni- 
verſities may bear it with the more Patience, ſince 
they meet with as good uſage from him, as the No- 
bility and Gentry of this Kingdom in general z of 
whom, in his courtly Stile, he has the Impudence 
to ſay, that they are led by the Noſe, by ſuch ig- 
norant Wretches as the good Biſhop deſcribes. 

Fifthly, That tho? this Writer doth it for him, yet, 
the Biſhop could not intend what he ſaid as a Re- 
flection on the Clergy in general, ſince in the very 
Book of the Paſtoral Care, (p. 192. 34 Edit.) He 
pm the Engliſh Clergy for preaching, in theſe 

ords ; But without flattering the preſent Age, or any 
Perſons now alive, too much, it muſt be confeſſed, that 
it, [preaching] is brought to a much greater Perfection 
than it was ever before at among us ; it is certainly 
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[ 20 ] 
brought nearer the Pattern St. Chryſoſtome has ſet, or 
perhaps carried beyond it. - 

Laſtly, Tho* Dr. Burnet conformed to our Church, 
and had a Biſhoprick, and from thence it may be 
fuppoſed that he ſpeaks with Candor, when he re- 
flects upon the Clergy directly or indirectly; yet he 
hath himſelf confeſſed, that he is a prejudiced Perſon. 
T find, ſays he, that the long Experience ] have had of the 
Baſeneſs, the Malice, and the Falſhood of Mankind, has 
inclined me to think generally the worſt both of Men, and 
of Parties: And indeed the Peeviſhneſs, the Til-nature, 
and the Ambition of many Clergymen has ſharpened my 
Spirits perhaps too much againſt them : So warn my 
Reader to take all that I ſay on theſe Heads, with ſome 
Grains of Allowance *, 

Now let the Writer make the moſt of what he 
ſays in his Preface to the Paſtoral Care, he muſt 
himſelf be allowed to be the beft Expounder of his 


own Meaning; and the Preface to the Hiſtory of his 


own Times, contains as it were the laſt Words of 
Biſhop Burnet . 
| RE AS ON II. 

* We Diſſent Becauſe we cannot take the Com- 
* mon Prayer Book for our Rule of Worſhip.” 

< x, Becauſe it orders the Reading much of the 
« Apocrypha, c.“ 

If this be allowed to have any weight, as I think 
it ought not, yet it muſt be confeſs*d to be but a 
trifling Reaſon, For, 

Firſt, Tho? it ſets forth, that much of the Apo- 
crypha is ordered to be read, yet out of fourteen 
Apocryphal Books, no more than ſeven are appointed 
to be read, and not the whole of them; of thoſe 
which are read, Eccle/iaſticus is by much the moſt 
conſiderable ; and whoever reads that Book carefully, 


* Preface to the Hiſtory of his own Times, 
+ See Vencer's Introduction to his new Expoſition on the Com- 
mon Prayer. | 
| muſt 
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muſt allow it to be a very excellent one, altho? not of 


divine Author ity, | 

Secondly, I deſire you to obſerve that none of theſe 
Books are appointed to be read upon the Lord's 
Day; ſo that the Writer might attend our Office 
then without receiving any Offence from the reading 
of Apocryphal Books, and conſequently need not 
forſake our Communion upon that account. | 

Thirdly, That it was uſual in the Primitive Church 
to read ſome Scriptures not Canonical; Particularly, 


Hermas's Paſtor, and Clement's Epiſtle to the Corin- 


thians *, 

Fourthly, What the Church of England faith of 
theſe Books in her ſixth Article ſhould be conſidered, 
viz. That we read them for Example of Life, and 
Inſtruction of Manners, but do not apply them to 
eſtabliſh any Doctrine. So that tho? they be not of 
divine Authority they may be read for this Purpoſe, 
as well as Sermons, or any human Compoſitions . 

The ſecond Objection is, 

“ 2, Becauſe it appoints all Perſons religiouſly to 
« obſerve above one hundred and fifty Days in the 
„ Year as Holy Time, beſides all Sabbath Days. 

When he ſays above one hundred and fifty Days 
are appointed to be obſerved, beſides Sabbath Days, 
I am much miſtaken if he doth not ſay what is not 
ſtrictly true: To make the Number ariſe to that, he 
muſt count ſome twice over, and that Practice would 
not be thought fair in Trade, whatever he may think 
of it in Religion. But I lay no great Streſs upon this, 
neither ſhould I have mentioned it, only to ſhew 
how apt he 1s to fin againſt Truth, when he thereby 
thinks to ſtrengthen his Objections againſt the 
Church of England, I will allow they amount to 
near that Number when reckoned fairly, and I will 
not diſpute with him about twenty or thirty Days 

with 

* See Euſcbiurs Hiſtory, Camb. Edit. 5. 90, and 108. 


+ London Caſes, Vol. II. p. 249. Third Edition. 
See the Poſtſcript. | 
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with which he overcharges us *, but ſuppoſe the Ob- 
jection ſtrictly true, which it is not: Yet I ſay, the 
religious Obſervance of many Days in the Week, 
beſides the Lord's Day, was in Practice in the pri- 
mitive Times, and the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity : 

The fifty Days between Eaſter and Whitſontide were 
obſerved in Tertullian*s Time, who lived in the ſe- 
cond Century ; ſo were the Feſtivals of their Martyrs : 

Wedneſdays as well as Fridays (the Faſts of the fourth 
and ſixth Day) were obſerved very early, as Mr. 
Bingham has ſhewn, and the forty Days of Lent, to be 
ſure, in St. Chryſaſtom's Time; of all which the Engliſh 
Reader may be fatisfied, by reading the 13th Book 
of Mr. Bingbam's Antiquities. The Obſervance then 
of many Religious Days beſides the Lord's Day, 
muſt not be charged upon us as a Remnant of Po- 
pery, becauſe it was practiſed in the pureſt Times; 
and tho* theſe were multiplied extravagantly after- 
wards, yet that ought not to make us lay them 
wholly aſide. It is ſufficient if the Number of 
them be properly reduced, and this we ſay is done; 
we retain none but thoſe for which there is the 
greateſt Reaſon, ſuch are thoſe in which we comme- 
morate the Nativity, Crucifixion, Aſcenſion, &c. of 


* Feaſt Pays, 29; Vigils, 16; Lent Faſt, 40; Emberg 
Days, 12; Rogation Days, 3; Fridays 52 ; State Days 4. 5 


But we mult always make theſe certain Deductions, or elſe we 
mult tell the ſame Days twice over. 

Deduct from Lent ; Fridays 7, Ember Days 3, St ages ' 
thias, or the Annunciation, and its Vigil 2, Eaſter-Eve 1 3 

Deduct from the Ember Days; Fridays, 4; from the 
Rogation Days, one Vigil before Aſcenſion Day, one __ * 
Day, the ſame with St. Barnabas. 

Uncertain Deductions in the Year 1740. 

Feaſt- Days on the Lord's Day, 8; Fenſt-Days on Fri- 
days, 43 Feaſt Day in Lent, and its Vigil, not reckoned 
before, 2; Vigil before St. Matthew fa Is on an Ember > 18 
Day, and theVigil before St. Thomas, 2 ; V isi! before the 
Puriſication, and All Saints Days falls on a Triday. — —— 


In all 37 


So the Feaſts and Faſts in 1740, are 119. 
aur 
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our Lord, the Feſtivals of the Twelve Apoſtles, and 
ſuch other Days as were thought by our Reformers 
to tend moſt unto Godlineſs : A particular Deſcrip- 
tion of all theſe would too much ſwell this little 
Piece, and therefore I refer the Reader for further 
Satisfaction to the Books under mentioned “. 

And it is to be obſerved, that the Church hath 
left every one to his Liberty, as to the Degree of 
Striftneſs, and the particular manner of obſerving 
theſe Days; excepting only, that ſhe ſeems to expect 
that all who can ſpare Time from their neceſſary Bu- 
ſineſs ſhould attend the publick Service. 

I wiſh this Writer would have given me ſome Rea- 
ſon to think him as able an Expounder of Scripture 
as he pretends to be, but really I ſhall be tired with 
obſerving, that his Quotations from thence are no- 
thing to his Purpoſe : But this can deceive none but 
thoſe who are moſt liable to it, the moft ignorant : 


For it muſt be evident to every conſiderate Reader, 


who examines the Text as it ſtands in the Epiſtle to 
the Galatians, chap. v. ver. 9, 10, 11. that the Apo- 
{tle is there ſpeaking againſt the Few Obſervances, 
as he doth all along in that Epiſtle; and the Reaſoner 
might as well argue from this Text, againſt the Ob- 
ſcrvance of the Sabbath itſelf, as againſt any Diſtinc- 
tion of Religious Days. 

It is ſurprizing to ſee how inadvertently he confeſſes, 
that his chief Quarrel with our Holy Days is that 
they are appointed by Authority; for ſays he, we 
alſo religiouſly obſerve occaſional Days of Prayer and 
Thankſeiving. And it is well known, that he himſelf, 
and the People of his Meeting, nay and the Diſſen- 
ters of the Predrterica Perſwaſion in the Town where 
he liveth, do conſtantly obſerve the Thurſday in egy 
Week, on which Day they attend their publi 
Worſhip; and yet he will not allow us to obſerve 
the Friday, and ſome other occaſional Days, althoꝰ it 

* Mr. Nelſon's Feaſts and Faſts of the Church of England. 
Bingham's Antiquities, Book XX, XXI. 
| never 
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[ 24 ] 
never was pretended that we did this by divine Ap- 
pointment. 

I will fay no more than this: If the Author will 
ſhew why he and his Congregation obſerve the Thurf- 
day, and the other occafional Days which he con- 
feſſes to obſerve, I will undertake to prove we have 
far greater Reaſon to obſerve thoſe Days which are 
appointed in our Liturgy : And before he does that, 
I hope he will not dare to urge this Pretence for Diſ- 
ſenting from us. 

It is very vexatious to purſue this unaccountable 
Reaſoner, and I have now ſome Relief from a late 
Writer of our Church, a worthy Clergyman of Chi- 
cheſter, who in his Introduction to his new Expoſition 
of the Book of Common Prayer, Sc. hath under- 
taken to anſwer this Writer, ſo ſar as relates to 
Forms of Prayer. His Anſwer is too long by far 
for me to tranſcribe the whole of it; and it is a bet- 
ter than I can pretend to give; and therefore I will 
refer the Reader to that for further Satisfaction; 
only, for the ſake of thoſe who may not meet with 
that Book, or cannot or will not purchaſe it, I hope 
Mr. Yeneer will pardon me, if I give a ſhort Sketch 
of what he there fays, which ſhould not have been fo 
imperfect, was I not oblig*d for the Reaſons I before 
mention'd, p. 6. to ſtudy Brevity as much as may be. 

3. The Author's Third Objection to the Common 
Prayer Book, is, © that thereby are impos'd on all 
« Miniſters Forms of Prayer.” In Anfwer to this, 
and what the Author afterwards ſays, Mr. Yeneer ob- 
ſerves, that the Firſt Piece of * Worſhip re- 
corded in Scripture is a Form of Praife, Sung in Parts 
by Men and Women, Exod. xv. 1. Then Sang Moſes 
and the Children of Iſrael this Song, Sc. That foon 
after God preſcribed a Form of Words by which 
the Prieſts ſhould bleſs the People, Num. vi. 22.— 
27. He likewiſe preſcribes a Form of Prayer for thoſe 
who ſhould offer up their Firſt Fruits and Tythes, 
Deut. xxvi. 4.—12, and v. 13.—16. - 3 
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' God Almighty preſcribed a Form for the penitent 
Fews, Hoſea, xiv. 1, 2, 3. 

The Pfalms of David were many of them Forms 
of Prayer and Praiſe indited by the Spirit of God, 
and were accordingly directed to the chief Muſician, 
to be ſet to Muſick for the uſe of the People. 

[I add, that learned Men have ſhewn that the 
ſtated Service of the Fews at the Time of our Sa- 
viour conſiſted of Forms of Prayer, and that our 
Saviour himſelf uſed to join with them.] 

Mr. Yeneer ſays, Our Lord taught his Diſciples a 
Form of Prayer, Luke xi. 2. When you pray, ſay Our 
Father, Sc. 

And it is obſerved by learned Men, that our Lord 
took every Sentence of the Lord's Prayer out of the 
Fewiſh Prayers then in uſe. 

He uſed a Form in the Garden, Matt. xxvi. 44. 
for he prayed a third Time, ſaying the ſame Words; 
and his Prayer on the Croſs is Part of P/alm xxii. 1. 

From all which it appears, that to pray by a Form 
is not only lawfull, but that Practice is authorized by 
the Example of Moſes, of David, of Hoſea, and, 
laſtly, of our Lord Himſelf. 

Mr. Yeneer obſerves, that if it be pretended the 
Lord's Prayer was intended as a Directory and not a 
a Form, that is not true; and if it was, it doth not 
affect the Liturgy of our Church, for our Prayers are 
compos'd with aView to that Pattern. 

That the Author ſpeaks of Origen and Fuſtin with- 
out referring to particular Paſſages, and therefore tis 
difficult to examine him concerning them; but Ter- 
tullian in the ſecond Century has written a Treatiſe 
upon the Lord's Prayer, and faith that Chriſt hath 

ed a new Form of Prayer; and that there 1s clear 
Proof from his Writings, that the Chriſtians in his 
Time daily repeated that very Form. 

That Cyprian, St. Cyril of Feruſalem, and St. Auſtin 
ſpeak much to the ſame purpoſe. 

He obſerves, that Our Reformers had ſurely as 
D good 
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good a Right to make Prayers for the Uſe of our 
Congregations, as the Paſtor of a private Congrega- 
tion has to make Prayers for the Uſe of his; | 

And that, in the Church of England, there is ſtill 
Room left for extempore Prayer, if it be thought 
proper, viz. before Sermon and after it. 

Mr. Yeneer ſhews, that the Text, Zech. xii. 10. is 
as impertinently applied, as David's Words to Ar- 
aunah are in the following Paragraph. | 

That the Author inſinuates that he can make bet- 
ter Prayers than our Reformers have; and if he will 
print his Prayers we ſhall be very ready to compare 
them. 

That the Text, Rom, viii. 26. is horridly abuſed 
by him, alſo the 2 Tim. 1. 6. Þ 

That his Impious Pretence to Inſpiration, in his 
Praying and Preaching, is ſhocking and profane. 

That a Form of Prayer is mention*d by ſeveral 
Writers in the moſt early Ages, notwithſtanding our 
Author's Aſſertion to the contrary. 

And that the Reaſon why the Clergy do not pray 
without a Form, is not becauſe they are not able to 
pray ſo well as the Diſſenters, but becauſe, for wiſe 
and good Reaſons, they will not. 

He follows this Author thro? all his Objections, 
and gives Anſwers to them Paragraph by Paragraph ; 
and I intreat the Reader who deſires further Infor- 
mation in this Particular, to conſult the Book itſelf. 

But I muſt obſerve that the Reaſoner, in his An- 
ſwer to Objection I. p. 12. takes the ſame Liberty in 
quoting Scripture, that he has elſewhere done with 
regard to the Articles and Liturgy of the Church : 
For the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 26. doth not ſay, we 
know not what to pray for, but, we know not what 
to pray for as we ought. The Greek is, what to pray 
tor as we ought, we know not. 

The Author of the Reaſons allows, that Diſſenters 
in their Extempore Prayers, are lable to vent falſe 
Doctrines; — that Diſſenters Prayers are * inco- 

| | erent ; 
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herent; — that, for want of a Form, they are ſome- 
times unintelligible, the People know not what they 
mean by them; — and that, for want of a Form, 
Diſſenters are often guilty of Tautology, or Repetition 
of the ſame thing. I ſay, theſe four things he con- 
feſſes, for all he endeavours to do in Oppoſition to 
them, is to ſhew that our Prayers are liable to the 
ſame Objections; and I only deſire the Reader 
obſerve how he doth this. 

He ſays we vent falſe Doctrine as well as they, 
in theſe Words, Remember not Lord the Offences of 
our Forefathers ; and yet he ſays, He does not 
« diſpute what is truly intended by them.“ Now, 
what is the Uſe of Words but to convey the meaning 
which the ſpeaker intends ? And if he can find no 
Fault with our Meaning, with what Face can he ſay 
it looks like falſe Doctrine? And if the Reader com- 
pares this Petition with, Exod. xx. 5. I am a jealous 
God, viſiting the Iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children 
unto the third and fourth Generation z I imagine he 
will not be ſo perverſe as this Writer is, when he 
ſays it /ooks like praying for the Dead, tho* he owns 
at the ſame time it is not praying for them. 


He ſays our Prayers are incoherent as well as theirs, | 


and inſtances in that for the Clergy and People; which 
he did not underſtand, tho? the Senſe is very plain, 
as this ſmall addition to it may inform him, 
Almighty and Everlaſting God, who alone workeſt great 
Marvels, (who at firſt didſt, in a moſt marvellous 
Manner, ſend down thy Holy Spirit upon the Apoſ- 
tles and firſt Chriſtians z and doſt ſtill continue to thy 
Church the ordinary Influence of the Holy Spirit, 
but in a Way to us inconceivable ;) ſend down (we be- 
ſeech thee) «por our Biſhops and Curates, and all Con- 
gregations committed to their Charge, the healthful Spirit 
of thy Grace, &c. | 
To ſhew our Prayers are unintelligible, he produces 
one which is as eaſily underſtood, as any one in the 
whole Prayer-Book : It is one which I have always 
n admired 
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admired myſelf; and which I have often, with Plea- 
ſure, heard commended, and admired by others, and 
better Judges. For the underſtanding it, only theſe 
two plain things are to be remembred, which no 
thinking Chriſtian will diſpute, 

I. That we are unworthy of ourſelves to aſk any 
Favour of God, except thro? the Merits and Media- 
tion of Feſus Chriſt; And 

2. That as we know not what the Conſequences 
of Things will be, ſo, as to temporal Bleſſings, we 
know not what will in the End be good for the Sons 
of Men, or otherwiſe ; upon theſe two Conſidera- 
tions we pray thus : 

Almighty God, the Fountain of all Wiſdom, who 
knoweſt our Neceſſities before we aſk, and our Ignorance 
in aſking , we beſeech thee to have Compaſſion upon our 
Infirmities; and thoſe things which for our Unworthineſs 
we dare not, and for our Blindneſs we cannot aſe, vouch- 
Jafe to give us for the Worthineſs of thy Son, Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen, | 

Laſtly, He ſays, The Diflenters in their Prayers, 
<« are not guilty of repeating the fame thing ſo much 
«23 we,” | 

But here it ſhould be conſider'd, that it is not 
every Repetition which is improper ; for our Lord 
himſelf prayed three times in the ſame Words, and 
the 136 P/alm hath his Mercy endureth for ever Twenty- 
ſeven times. ROT, 

If, therefore, the Matter of a Petition be weighty, 
and apt to move thoſe pious Affections which God is 
moſt pleaſed with in our Prayers, and if it be framed 
with Judgment, and comes in fitly and in due place, 
and not too often, (all which Rules are obſerved in 
our Prayer-Book;) then, to repeat it, is proper and fit, 
and all is right, as appears from the Example of our 
Lord, and from the P/alm abovemention'd “. 

But what we object to the extempore Prayers of 
Diſſenters, is the often repeating the ſame Words, 


See London Caſes, Vol. II. p. 230: zd Edit. 15 
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of little or no Conſequence; when they tediouſly 
drawl out the ſame dull Sentence, I know not how 
often, whilſt they are ſtudying for another to fol- 
low it. 

And if the Writer has the Confidenee to fay this 
Charge is falſe, I only deſire one of his Congrega- 
tion will write down any of his extempore Prayers, 
Juſt as he ſpeaks it z and I will warrant him he will 
find frequent Inſtances of what I am ſaying. Nei- 
ther do I mean by this to reflect upon the Abilities of 


this Man: if he was as able as moſt Men are, this 


Inconvenience would follow from the Nature of 
Man; and cannot be avoided but by praying by a 


Form. 
REASON III. 

% We cannot join with the Church of England in 
e their Order for Baptiſm. 

« x, We except againſt that human Ordinance, 
* ſigning with the Croſs, as a Popiſh Invention.“ 

That it is not a Popiſh Invention, is evident, be- 
cauſe there is no doubt but that it was uſed in the 
Chriſtian Church long before any of thoſe Corrup- 
tions were known, which we juſtly blame the Church 
of Rome for maintaining; I mean, it was uſed in the 
pureſt Ages, ſo long ago as Tertullian's Time, in the 
{ſecond Century, and is all along mentioned with Re- 
verence by the beſt Writers, from that Time, to the 
Time of St. Auſtin ; and as it is generally agreed, that 
then there were no Corruptions in the Church which 
would warrant any Man to ſeparate himſelf from her 
Communion, the Sign of the Croſs ſhould not igno- 
rantly be branded with ſo odious a Name, as that of 
being a Popiſh Invention ; and as it hath no Relation 
to Popery, the Author may ceaſe to wonder why 1t 
is not laid aſide. 

He ſays further, We make it a Sacrament, for 
<« it is ordered to be done, in token that hereafter 
& they ſhall not be aſhamed to confeſs [the Faith of 
<* Chriſt crucified z and fo by their own 3 of 
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e a Sacrament, it is made an outward and viſible 
« Sign of an inward and ſpiritual Grace: But here, 
with his uſual Honeſty, he giveth but Part of a Sen- 
tence for the whole of it : Our Definition of a Sacra- 
ment, which all Proteſtants, nay and Papiſts too, agree 
in, is this; A Sacrament is an outward and wifible Sign 
of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, given unto us, and 
ordained by Chriſt himſelf, as a Means whereby we re- 
ceive the ſame, and a Pledge to aſſure us thereof + Now, 
it was never aſſerted that the Sign of the Croſs is a 
Means whereby we receive Grace; nor that it is a 
Pledge to aſſure us of it; nor that our Saviour 
Chriſt inſtituted it ; but we have always inſiſted on 
the contrary : ſo that we cannot be charged with 
making it a Sacrament, as is further declared in the 
30® Canon. | 

It might with the ſame Reaſon be pretended, that 
Kneeling at Prayer is a Sacrament; for that 1s a Sign 
of Humility in Devotion; and Humility is certainly 
an inward and ſpiritual Grace given unto us. 

But we acknowledge the Sign of the Croſs to be 
an indifferent Ceremony; the Uſe of which is indeed 
warranted by the Practice of the Church in the moſt 
incorrupt Ages; but the Sacrament of Baptiſm is 
compleat and perfect without that; and it is no 
otherwiſe held neceſſary, than as it is appointed by 
our Superiors “. | 

The next Objection to the Office of Baptiſm is : 

© 2. That Parents are not ſuffered to covenant 
% with God for their own Children; but others 
namely, Godfathers and Godmothers] muſt do it, 
<* tho? they be ſtrangers, or wicked, and the Parents 
* gracious.” | 

And here, if any Man takes his Notion of our 
Practice from what this Writer ſaith, he might ima- 
gine this to be a very cruel and wicked thing: But it 
is eaſy to obſerve, 
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That it is a very wiſe and prudent Regulation in 
our Church. For, 9 

Firſt, It would have ſerved no Purpoſe to 
have made the Parents covenant for the Chriſtian 
Education of their own Children; becauſe, if they are 
good People, they are already under the moſt pre- 
vailing Obligations to take care of that, from their 
natural Affection, from Reaſon, and from Religion: 
And if they are ſo wicked, that none of thoſe Conſi- 
derations will move them to it, it is in vain to ſup- 
poſe that their Promiſe to the Church ſnould. But, 

Secondly, If the Parents happen to die; if they are 
unable to inſtruct their Children themſelves, or to 
t them inſtructed by others; If they are ſo care- 

eſs as to neglect it, or ſo wicked as purpoſely to 
omit it: In any of theſe Caſes, the Church hath a 
Security from three Perſons, who are to undertake 
for every Child admitted to the Privileges of the 
Chriſtian Covenant in the Church of Zngland, that 
it ſhall be taught all things which a Chriſtian: ought to 
know and believe to his SouPs Health ; and that the Child 
ſhall be virtuouſly brought up, to lead a Godly and a Chri- 
ſtian Life. 0 
And if it be a wiſe and good Regulation, to have 
three ſuch Perſons to anſwer in the Name of the 
Child, and to inſtruct him afterwards, it is not at 
all to the purpoſe to enquire, from whence the Cuſ- 
tom aroſe; let it come from the Fews or from the 
Gentiles, if it is right and fit, it ought to be retained : 
And therefore the Objection which the Writer brings, 
viz. * That Godfathers and Godmothers were in 


* Uſe under the Law” is altogether impertinent; and 


as — Objection is impertinent, ſo the Anſwer to it 
is filly, | 

He very fagely remarks to this eſſect: That a 
new-born Infant cannot go alone, and therefore 


muſt be carried ; and that as the Circumciſer could 


not well perform his Office, and hold the Child, he 


had ſomebody to hold it for him, I confeſs this Ac- 
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count of Circumciſion is wonderfully inſtructive; 


and if he preaches thus, no doubt his Audience muſt 
be greatly edified : But yet it is not quite fo clear as 
it might have been; for it doth not appear, but that 


it is poſſible the Woman that carried the Child, 
might alſo hold it in her Lap, and then carry it 
away afterwards; ſo that, poſſibly, there might be no 
more than two Perſons preſent in all. However, 
the Author ſeems to be poſitive in this, that © nei- 


* ther of the Perſons preſent, promiſed any thi 
« for the Child.” - : X 


And yet, as poſitive as this Man is, a Perſon of 


leſs ſkill might ſuſpect, from the Nature of the Thing, 
that there ſnould be ſome ſuch Office, when an In- 
fant was to enter into Covenant with God; and, if he 
will not be offended at it, I will take the Liberty to 
inform him of theſe three Things. 

1. When a Heathen was admitted into the Fewiſb 
Covenant, it was done by Circumciſion, Baptiſm and 
Sacrifice; and three Perſons did always aſſiſt at their 
Solemnities, as Witneſſes of the Covenant. 

2. Theſe Perſons examined the Proſelyte very 
ſtrictly, as to the Motives of his turning Few ; they 
likewiſe inſtructed him in the Law of Moſes; and 


moreover, the Proſelyte promiſed in their Preſence to 


keep the Law. 


3. When the Perſon, ſo made a Proſelyte, was an 
_— then theſe three Perſons promiſed in his 

ame. | 

Theſe Things are ſhewn by no leſs a Man than 
Mr. Selden. Vid. de Synedriis, I. 1. c. 3. and de Fure 
Nat. and Gent, Sc. I. 2. c. 2. 

And now let any Man judge, whether there is not 
ſome Reſemblance between the Office of theſe three 
Perſons, and the Office of our Godfathers and God- 
mothers. ; 

3. The Third Objection to the Office for Baptiſm is, 

That the Godfathers and Godmothers are forced 
< to promiſe what is in the Power of no Creature 

| l on 
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* on Earth or in Heaven to perform, . that the Child 
&* ſhall renounce the Devil and all bis Works; and con- 
<« fantly believe God's Holy Ward, and obediently keep all 
« bjs Commanaments, and in the ſame all the Days 
* of MAT. oo. 1 r 
It is difficult to prevail on one's ſelf to give ſerious 
Anſwers to ſuch odd and unaccountable Cavils ; but 
as I determined with myſelf not to be provoked to 
do otherwiſe; the Writer may take this Anſwer. _ 
Firſt, That Repentance and Faith are required by 
God's Word of Perſons who are to be baptized, 
| Secondly, That the Godfathers and Godmothers are 
not ſuppoſed to make thoſe Anſwers otherwiſe than 
in the Child's Name, i. e. as Proxies deputed by his. 
Parents in his ſtead: This he might have learned, if 
he had pleaſed; from the third Queſtion put to them, 
which is, Wilt thou be baptized in this Faith ? A. That. 
is my Defire . You ſee they ſpeak in the Perſon of 
the Child, and cannot be ſuppoſed to do otherwiſe, 
becauſe they have themſelves been long ſince hap; 
tized. They do not then promiſe that the C ld 
ſhall renounce the Devil, Sc. but they act in his 
Name, and ſpeak for him, that he will renounce 
him, &c. r el = 
Thirdly, That they promiſe nothing mote than 
what is contained in theſe two Words, Repentance 
and Faith, which are neceſſarily required of all Per- 
ſons to be baptized ; and the Infant Child, by Rea- 
lon of its tender Age; cannot promiſe in his own 
Perſon. | 2 1 
Fouribiy, That in Civil Affairs, where it is neceſ- 
ſary for Infants to do any Act, they do it, not in 


their own Perſon (that is impoſſible) but by their 


Proxies or Guardians. "Wael 

And there is a Caſe which is very applicable' to 
this Cavil, and which this Writer might have conſi- 
dered ; for it is mentioned upon this very Occaſion 


by Mr. JVhealley ; and that is the Caſe of an Infant 


* See 1 btatley upon the Place. | 
E King, 
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King, at whoſe Corbnation ſome one of the Nobility 
takes the Coronation Oath, as Proxy, in his ſtead; 
and yet, no Creature on Earth or in Heaven can 
tell, whether when he comes to Age the young 
King will keep it; and it is God's Work alone to give 
him Grace to z it ; but nevertheleſs, without doubt, 
he is bound by that Oath, and muſt anſwer for the 
Breach of it, as much as if he had actually taken it 
in his own Perſon ; and juſt fo is the Infant Chriſtian 
in the Cafe I am ſpeaking of. TH» 

Neither would it at all be of Advantage to this 
Author's Cauſe, if what he alledges were true, that 
moſt Proxies never mind what they undertake after- 
wards; for the Church is not to be blamed for the 
Sins of ſome of its Members ; if they neglect what 
they ſo folemnly promiſe, beyond diſpute they are 
highly culpable, and they muſt anſwer for it: But 
tho? it were never ſo much neglected, it is both a 
wiſe, and a pious Regulation in our Church, which 
requires ſuch a Security; and therefore he ſhould not 
pretend this to be a proper ObjeEtion to the Office 
for Baptiſm. Ia ogy th | 

The Fourth Objection to that Office, is this; 
We ſee no Reaſon to believe that every Child 
* baptized with Water, is alſo regenerated by the 
*« ſpecial] Grace of God, as they expreſs in their Or- 
* der for Baptiſm, in theſe Words: We call upon 
* thee for this Infant, that he coming to thy Holy Bap- 
« tiſm, may receive Remiſſion of Sins, by Spiritual Re- 
generation.“ | 

Now let any Man of common Senſe judge, whe- 
ther in theſe Words we expreſs any ſuch Thing, as 
to the Regeneration of the Child; we neither ſay he 
is, or that he is not regenerated ; in theſe Words 
we affirm nothing about it, (tho' if we had, it would 
have been very defenſible :) The Reader muſt per- 
ceive theſeWords are Part of a Prayer; and, whether 
the Child is or not, one would think the moſt cap- 
tious Man would allow us to pray that he may be 

rege- 
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regenerated ®, Whether the Author was ſenſible 
that any Man almoſt muſt have this Anſwer ready 
for him, I will not ſay; but he immediately runs 
away to another Objection to theſe Words, v72. 

That we pray the Child may receive Remiſſion 
<« of his Sins by Spiritual Regeneration; whereas the 
« Word of God tells us, Remiſſion of Sins is onl 
* by the Blood of Fe/xas Chrift, and ſo our Church 
„ fays in her Order for the Communion 3” for which 
Reaſon (as an Inſtance of his Civility) he charges the 
Compilers of our Liturgy (that venerable Body to 
whom the whole Reformation is ſo highly indebted) 
as being guilty of a “ groſs Blunder.” 

Mr. Yeneer has fully anſwered this, and has recon- 
ciled thoſe two Paſſages ; he obſerves, that what our 
XI" Article aſſerts, viz. That by the Merits of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt only are wwe accounted righteous (1. e. 
are juſtified or ſaved) is indeed ſtrictly true; But as 
the Merits of Chriſt will not be applied to us, nor 
will they be effectual in ſaving us, except we per- 
form the Conditions required by the Goſpel-Cove- 
nant z namely, the Conditions of Faith and Repen- 
tance z we may very properly be ſaid to be ſaved ei- 
ther by Faith, or by Works, which are the Fruits of 
Repentance : The Merits of Chriſt are the efficient 
Cauſe, and Faith and Repentance are the conditional 
Cauſes of our Salvation, 

And before this Writer had charged the Compilers 
of our Liturgy with #lundering for ſpeaking thus, he 
ſhould have conſidered, that ſo faith the Scripture 
likewiſe. The Apoſtle Paul ſaith, Eph. ii. 8. By 
Grace are we ſaved thro Faith; and the Apoſtle James 
ſaith, chap, il. ver. 24. by Works a Man is juſtified. 


* The Reader is deſired to take Notice, that I do not here deny 
but that the Church of Erg/and doth indeed hold, that all Infants 
rightly Baptized are actually regenerated ; and that is defended in 
my Anſwer ta the fifth Objection to the Office of Baptiſm : But, 
what I contend for now, is only, that we do not ſay ſo, in thoſe 
Words which the Author of the Rea/ons produces to prove it. 


E 2 
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So that we may ſpeak of theſe conditional Cauſes, 
and yet not deny that one only grand and efficient 
Cauſe of Salvation. 

The Authors of the Liturgy therefore are not 

guilty of blundering for this z and the Expreſſion 
— objected to, is, without doubt, ſufficiently juſti- 
fed by theſe two other Texts of Scripture, which [ 
recommend to the peruſal of this Writer; 1 Pet. 11. 
21. The like Figure whereunto even Baptiſm doth now 
SAVE ws, and Tit. iii. 5. He ſaved us by the waſhing 
of Regener alion, i. e. Baptiſm. And I muſt add — 
that * Apoſtle Peter exhorts the Fews, Acts ii. 38. 
to be baptixed for the Remiſſion of Sins. I hope there- 
fore upon the whole, the Author will pardon us for 
praying that the Child may obtain Remiſſion of his 
Sins by Spiritual Regeneration. 

The Fifth Objection to the Office for Baptiſm, is, 

That we aſſert, « That it is clear from the Word 
of God, that Children baptiz!d and dying in their 
"M Infancy, before they oommit actual din, are un- 
ädoubtedly ſaved. 

lt is not clear to us, nor can they ſhew it in all 
« the Word of God.” 

We cannot help its not being clear to him; nor 
are we anſwerable for his Carele Ineſs in not inform- 
ing himſelf better, or his Inability of being informed ; 
but if he was as well acquainted with zhe Word of 
God, and if he underſtood it as well as he pretends 
to do, this Thing would be very clear to him from 
theſe Texts, 1 Cor. xii. 12. We are all baptized into 
one Body, 1. e. the Body of Chriſt, and we know be 
Church is the Body of Chriſt, Eph. i. 22. Gal. iii. 27. 
As many of yo as have been baptized into Chriſt, have 
put on Chriſt, St. Paul calls Baptiſm, the waſhing of 
Regeneration, by which God ſaved tes, Tit. iii. 5. St. 
hart orders his Penitents, As ii. 37; 38. to be bap- 
tizea in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, for the Remiſſion 
of Sins; And Als xi. 16, Ananias bids St. Paul be 
| | baplizea 


. me, 
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baptized and waſh away bis Sins. Now I will only 
obſerve theſe three Things to you. Wa 

1. There is no Diſpute between this Author and 
ing Infant-Baptiſm ; ſo that I may ſay 
without Cenſure from him, that there is no doubt, 
but that Infants may be admitted into the Covenant 
of Grace, and may partake of the Benefits thereof 
by Baptiſm; becauſe, Infants were expreſsly ordered 
by Almighty God to be admitted into Covenant 
with him, under the Law, at eight Days old; and 
alſo, becauſe this hath been the conſtant Practice of 
the Church, from the very Time of the Apoſtles to 
the preſent. 
2. There is no doubt, but that to thoſe who rightly 
receive it, Baptiſm doth actually confer thoſe Bene- 
fits, which the Texts now cited do declare it doth; 
it makes them Members of Chriſt, God ſaveth them 
by that waſhing of Regeneration, they have Remiſ- 
— of their Sins, and their Sins are waſhed away 

It, 

= There is no doubt but that, as Infants cannot 

poſſibly miſs of Salvation except it be upon account 
of that univerſal Pollution of Original Sin, ſo th 
are incapable of forfeiting thoſe Privileges to whi 
they are entitled by Baptiſm : 
Therefore if they die before they commit actual 
Sin, it is clear by God's Word that they are un- 
doubtedly faved. 

N. B. If this Author can prove that what unſcrip- 
tural Officers do in the Church, is invalid; he will 
effectually prove that his own Ads are ſo. 


4 Rzeason IV. 
& We cannot join with the Church of Exgland in 
the Lord's Supper. | f 
1. Becauſe they order every one to kneel at their 
* receiving it.“ | 
His Objections to kneeling at the Lord's Supper 
are ſeyeral ; and I will give them in his own Words, 
| 2 though 
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they tis difficult to make Senſe of them as they 
n | 0 ;:3%0 
1. Becauſe the Papiſts do fo, and their [Reaſon 
* is, becauſe they believe the Bread, after Conſecra- 
« tion, is the very Body of Chriſt ; — 
6 2, But, if it be net fo, it looks like Idolatry to 
« kneel before it. ' 
„ 3. But becauſe this was not the Cuſtom of the 
* Apoſtles (but ſitting, Matt. xxvi. 20. 26.) And 
4. Becauſe we are bid to abſtain from all Ap- 
„ pearance of Evil; therefore we reject it.“ | 
That he is ſure of, let the Reaſon be what it will: 
And I will venture to ſay any other Reaſon would 
have done as well as theſe,” but as I promis'd to be 
ſerious, I beg the Reader would conſider ; as to the 
Firſt, That it is uncertain what his Meaning is; 
for he hath expreſs'd himſelf ambiguouſly, and the 
Words their Reaſon may relate either to the Papiſtis 
or to Us: If he means it is our Reaſon for kneeling, 
(as indeed the Words which follow, but if it be nat ſa, 
give ſome Reaſon to ſuſpet) and if he would thereby 
inſinuate that we hold that monſtrous Doctrine of 
Tranſubſtantiation, all the World knows how falſe 
the Charge is: And this would be ſo groſs a Ca- 
lumny, that I can ſcarce believe any Man, no not 
this Writer, would advance it; I will not, therefore, 
ſuppoſe this to be his Meaning. If then he means no 
more than that it is the Papiſts Reaſon for doing it, 
what is that to us? We are not concern'd to defend 
the Papiſts Reaſon (if it be theirs;) and if he means 
that kneeling at the Lord's Supper is a Popiſb Cul- 
tom, i. e. a Cuſtom which crept into that Church in 
the corrupt Ages, amongſt the other ſuperſtitious 
and unwarrantable Practices, which we and all Pro- 
teſtants condemn ; then the Reader may conſider, 
Firſt, That in the earlieſt and pureſt Ages, the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was always receiv'd 
in a praying Poſture. 
Secondly, It was receiv'd in ſome Places every . 
| anc 
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and generally three or four times in a Week; eſpe · 


cially on Wedneſdays and Fridays. | 

- Thirdly, yo throughout theYear the Firſt Chriti- f 
ans alwa kneeling, except on the Lord's- 
Day, and on the Days from Eaſter to OY | : 
and then they prayed ſtanding. x 

Therefore, — they receiv'd the Sscrament on | 
the Lord's-Day, or on any of thoſe Fifty Days, then | | 
it is probable ey receiv d it ſtanding; but when they 
receiy'd it on the ordinary Week Days, and eſpecially 
on Wedneſdays and Fridays, which were ſtated Faſts, 
they receiv'd it kneeling ; but, by the way, never fit 
ting. The Cuſtom then of kneeling at the time of 
the Sacrament is not to be calb'd a Popiſh Cuſtom, 
becauſe it was practiſed in thoſe early and pure Limes 
of Chriſtianity, long before Popery came in Faſhion. 

I catmot forbear adding, that the Poſture which 
our Diffenters are fo fond of, may more properly be 
called Popiſh than that which we uſe, for the Pope 
tim ſelf receives the Sacrament ting 

And I confeſs T am inclined to TY they inſiſt 
upon that Poſture, rather in Oppoſition to us; Fn” 
for any other Reaſon. + 

In a General Synod of the Proteftant Reformed! 
Churches in Poland, it was declared, that, Firaſmuch 

as ſitting was introduced firſt by the Aria ns, (be/ide-the 
Cuſtom uſed in all the Evangelical Churches throughout 
Europe) we rrject it as peculiar to them, (that as they 
do irreverently treat Chriſt, ſo alſo his ſacred Appoint-' 
ments) and as a Ceremony ſs comely, and devout," and 
to many very Offaiſeoe. OI - Petricav, Conclu. 4. n 
An. 1378. 

Now if the Church had enjoined ſitting, might > 
not this perverſe Man more eafily have found out 
an Appearance of Evil in that Poſture, as looking ke 
a want of due Reverence in fo ſolemn an Ae of 
Religion? $265 42 

Calamy in his Letter pelbbcd at the End of the 
2 30 Edition of the Plain Reaſons, ſays, The Gommu- 

__ micants 


a 3 0 "* 4 a % * , 4 . 
e — y _— NCT 
4 - 1 1 | p E f 
* — , R oeITGg A Ie 7 ors nt 
o i * K . — — * 


* 3 "£4 — 8 
— — — —ÿ 2 -- 


+ \ S- Ow 
Hoot of 4 
* 
.- Cr TT. EE : 
- = 1 £ - 


08 
hicants [ among the Diſſenters] are at Liberty to uſe their - 
own Poſture in the Time of Receiving. Therefore they 
may kneel if they pleaſe z what harm then can there 
be in our Shin thay, which they allow their own 
Members to do ? ] 
But perhaps the Force of the Reaſon lies in this, 
that the Church orders every one to kneel : I muſt 
own, if this be the Objection, he has taken a ſtrange. 
Method of fipporting | it; for if there be any Weight 
in what he ſays, it lies againſt the Poſture itſelf ; but 
there is no finding out this Man's Meaning in his 
Reaſons, by what he produces in ſupport of them, 
which is often quite foreign to the purpoſe. If then 
he meant ſo, I muſt obſerve; that a Thing in itſelf 
lawful doth not become unlawful by being com- 
manded by a proper Authority ; and if we are at Li- 
to uſe any Poſture, the Governors of the 
Church are at Liberty to chooſe what Poſture they 
think moſt proper. See more of this afterwards. 
But, faith he, ſecondly, it looks like Idolatry to 
<« kneel before it. But the Church of England hath 
ſufficiently declared her Abhorrence of the Doctrine 
of the bodily Preſence in the Sacraments, and that 
by kneeling we do not pretend to adore it, in theſe 
Words: Yet leſt the ſame kneeling ſhould by any Per- 
ſens, either out of Ignorance and Infirmity, or out of 
Malice and Obſtinacy, be miſconſtrued or depraved; it is 
here declared, that thereby no Adoration is intended, or 
ought to be done, either unto the Sacramental Bread or 
45 there bodily received; or unto am corporal Preſence 
Chriſt's natural Fleſp aud Blood. For the Sacramental 
Bread and Wine remain ſtill in their very natural Sub- 
ſtances, and therefore may not be adored; (for that were 
Idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful Chriſtians) *. 
Now, if, notwithſtanding, this ſolemn and expreſs 
Declaration of ours, he will ſay, tho? it is not Ido- 
latry, yet it /ooks like Idolatry to kneel before it; he 
may with as much Truth, and every whit as much 


* Endof the Office for the Communion. 
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fore our Prayer Books. "ou L 
Thirdly, he ſays this [kneeling] was not the Cuſ- 
« tom of the Apoſtles, but ſitting, Matt. xxvi. 20.26.58 
Now to affirm boldly that the Apoſtles fat hen 
they received it, and to refer to a Text of Scripture 
for a Proof of it, looks like fair dealing at firſt 
ſight, and might eaſily deceive an unwary Reader; 
but I will ſhew; either that he is very ignorant of what 
he pretends moſt to underſtand, i. e. the Scriptufes; 
and then he is by his own Account very unfit to 
teach others, (whatever airs he may give himſelf in 
exclaiming againſt the pretended Ignorance of the 
Clergy ;) or elſe that he endeavours to impoſe upon 
his Readers, and therefore cannot be entitled to the 
Character of an honeſt Man; and then he is diſ- 
qualified for ſuch an Office by that. | 
It is certain if he underſtood the meaning of the 
Word which is tranſlated; Matt. vi. 20. be ſat 
down, he muſt know that it ſignifies quite a different 
Poſture fiam what we mean by ſitting, and that it 
was tranſlated ſo as a more intelligible Expreſſion, in 
Alluſion to the common Poſture which we in this 
Part of the World uſe at our Meals: But the Greet 
Word ſignifies a Poſture of Diſcumbency, ot lying 
along *; and the Cuſtom of theFews in our Saviour's 
Time, was to lay along upon Things like our 
Couches, upon their left Side, three or fout upon a 


Couch; and in that Poſture to eat their oy} 


It is rendered in the vulgar Latin by accumbo & diſcumbo. 
+ 1 have ſometimes thought with myſelf; that in the common 
Repreſentations which are made of it, the Drawing out Saviour 


and his Apoſtles at the laſt Supper in a ſitting Poſture, has had no 


{mall Influence upon the Minds of the Vulgar j and has encreaſed 
their Averſion to the more reverent Poſture of kneeling : But I 
own, I was ſurprized to ſee that Mr. Peirte in his Vindication of 
the Diſſenters; was not aſhamed to mention this gravely; as an 
Argument for the Poſture of fitting : That when Churchmen pour- 
tray Chrift giving the Sacrament to his Diſciples, they repreſent him 
"wt os lying, but fitting, after os” : Thus (lays * — 
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and that our Lord and his Apoſtles were in this very 
Poſture at the laſt Supper, Matt. xxvi. 20. before 
the Inſtitution of the Sacrament, will appear from 
Fohn xiii. 23. where he ſays, that at this Supper, 
there was leaning on Feſus's Boſom, one of his Diſci- 
pics, and v. 25. he then lying on Feſus's Breaſt : 
From whence 1t is plain they laid along after 
uſual Manner, and the Beloved Diſciple John, was 
the next Man to Feſus, and therefore leaned on bis 
Boſom, ot lay on his Breaſt z ſo that the Apoſtles did 
not fit as he boldly affirms, but lay along; and it 
is an unpardonable Thing in him to take Advantage 
from the Engliſ Tranſlation, and from thence to de- 
ceive his Reader, by urging an Authority for the 
Poſture of ſitting. | 
The Truth of the Matter is, that it is extremely 
uncertain in what Poſture the Apoſtles firſt received 
it, becauſe in eating the Paſſover the Fews often 
changed their Poſture ; and therefore, tho? it is ſaid, 
Matt. xxvi. 20. they lay along in the manner before 
mentioned, it is not certain but that they might 
have changed their Poſture before the Lord's Supper 
was inſtituted ; and as nothing is expreſsly ſaid about 
the Poſture, at the Time of the Inſtitution, we are 
left to our Liberty concerning that, and each Church 
is to follow that Uſage which they judge to be moſt 
reverend and decent: The Church of England hath 
choſen kneeling, as agreeable to the Practice of the 
Church in the pureſt Times, and as they judge it 
the moft becoming and ſuitable Poſture for the Per- 


Biſhop Patrick in a Copper Cut perfixed to his Chriſtian Sacrifice. 
If the good Biſhop had engraven it with his own Hand, could 
more have been faid ? It is indeed an extraordinary thing, for 
that Gentleman to charge him with a Copper Cut perfixed to his 
Book, fince it is a known Thing, that ſuch ſort of Ornaments 
and Embelliſhments, are the uſual Devices of the Printers and 


Publiſhers of a Book, in which the Author is very ſeldom, if ever 
concerned. An Intelligent Reader will eafily perceive for what 
Purpoſe, and for whoſe Uſe, ſuch artful indeed, but low and 
vulgar Arguments are calculated. Peirce's Vind. p. 491- 

3 formance 
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formance of ſo ſolemn an Action; and in my own 
private Opinion, I heartily think ſhe hath made a pro- 
r Choice; but if I was in another Country where 
the National Proteſtant Church had appointed ano- 
ther Poſture, I ſhould think it very Gaal 


a Ceremony. 
It appears to have been the general Opinion of 
Proteſtants, that the Original Poffure was not cer- 
tainly to be diſcovered, and that it was a Circum- 
ſtance of no great Conſequence, ſince we find ſo 
great a Variety in the Practice of the Proteſtant 
Churches abroad; for in ſome of them they receive 
it kneeling, m others ſtanding, others ſitting, and in 
others walking. And amongſt them all, I ſhall only 
ſay, there js as little, if not leſs to be ſaid for ſitting, 
than for any of the other “. | 
Fourthly, Ve are indeed bid to abſtain from all Ap- 
pearance of Evil; but what Appearance of Evil there 
can be in kneeling at the Sacrament, when the 
Church hath expreſsly guarded againſt any Miſcon- 
ſtruction of it, in her publick Declarations concern- 
ing it, I leave to this Author to make out. | 
2. He objects to our adminiſtring the Sacrament, 
when there are only “ two or three Perſons preſent,” 
but he ſhould have added, beſides the Minifter and 
the fick Perſon : And in Anfwer to this I ſhall only 
obſerve, that this Practice, tho? not deduced. from 
Scripture, is very ancient, as Mr, Bingham has proved 
ſufficiently, (Vol. XV. c. 4.) to whom I refer the 
curious Reader; and tho? this Writer ſays it ſhould 
be adminiſtred in the Church only, Mr. Bingbam 
there brings an Authority from Tertullian in the ſe- 
cond Century, (which ſurely I may ſet againſt this 
Man) that in Caſes of Neceſſity ſuch as where 4 
Perſon was ſick or in Priſon, when a greater Number 


* See Londen Caſes, Vol. III. Diſcourſe of Kneeling at the 


Sacrament. 
F 2 | could 


to quarrel. 
with it, and forſake its Communion, for ſo trifling 
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could not be had, three were enough to make a Church, 
See alſo Matt. xvin. 20. * 1 
This was a Practice in the Church a vaſt Number 
of Fears before private Maſſes were ever heard of, 
and has no Relation at all to them. 

3. Je objects, that Perſons are allowed to come 
* to that Holy Qrdinance to qualify themſelves for 
«* Places of Truſt and Profit, which he ſays is a 
horrid Profanation of it.“ | 

The Wiſdom of the Legiſlature hath thought fit 
to guard aur Conſtitution in Church and State, by 
not admitting any Perſon to Places of Truſt and 
Profit, but ſuch as they are aſſured are Friends to 
the Conſtitution, of which this hath been proved to 
be a proper Teſt *; and it any Man preſumes to 
profane this Holy Ordinance upon that Account, 
doubtleſs, he is highly criminal, and muſt one Day 
ſeverely anfwer for it ; nevertheleſs, in Charity we 
ſhould hope, that no Man is guilty of fo foul a 
Crime; however, if any ſuch. there be, that is not 
a ſufficient Reaſon for any Man to forſake our Com- 
munion, as I will ſhew in my Anſwer to his 

4. Laſt Objection upon this Head, which is, 

* That they ordinarily admit any Perſon to that 
* Ordinance that deſires it; nay more, for they order 
* the Miniſter to invite all to it, that are preſent, 
at hearing the Word, c.“ | 
I had Occaſion before to juſtify the Church of 
England as to the Qualifications which we require of 
our Communicants ; and as to the general Invitation 
here objected to, the Reader is defired to obſerve : 

That tho? all who come to Church may not be 
fit to go to the Table of the Lord, yet it is very 
fit. that they ſhould be ſoz and therefore we, as the 
Miniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, do in God's behalf, as his Officers, lawfully 
ſent and commiſſioned for this purpoſe, invite all 


* See the Plea for the Sacramental Teſt, publiſhed in 1736, 
and the other Tracts publiſhed about that Time, t 
8 
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che Congregation to partake of that Holy Ordinanee; 


but we do not invite them to come whether they 
are qualified-or not, we exhort them if they are not 
fit, to make themſelves ſo, and it cannot furely be 
faid, there is any Sin in that. | n a 

And when he ſays a little lower, that all we afk of 
our Communicants is, that they be in Charity with 
all Men; I know not whether I am more aſtoniſhed 
at the Wickedneſs or the Aſſurance of this graceleſs 
Writer. For he muſt know, if he hath read our 
Offices, that we ſet before our Communicants the 
great Danger of receiving unworthily, in theſeWords. 

Dearly beloved in the Lord, Ye that mind to come ts 
the Holy Communion, &c. muſt conſider, how Ft. Paul 
exherteth all Perſons diligently to try and examine them- 
ſelves before they preſume to eat of that Bread and drink 
of that Cup. For, as the Benefit is great, if with a true 
penitent Heart and lively Faith we receive that Holy Sa- 
crament, &c. So is the Danger great if we receive the 
fame unworthily. For then wwe are guilty of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt our Saviour; we eat and drink our 
own Damnation, not conſidering the Lord's Body; we 
kindle God's Wrath againſt us; we provoke him to plague 
us with divers Diſeaſes and ſundry kinds of Death. 
Judge therefore yourſelves, Brethren, that ye be not judged 
of the Lord : Repent you truly for your Sins paſt ; have 
a ſteadfaſt lively Faith in Chriſt our Saviour; 
amend your Lives, and be in perfect Charity with all 
Men, fo ſhall ye be meet Partakers o thoſe Holy Myſteries. 

What ſhall we ſay then of this Man, who after 
reading this can ſay, all we ſe of our Communicants 
is, that they be in Charity with all Men. The moſt 
unlearned Reader muſt perceive we not only require 
that, but in this Exhortation, (which is always ſo- 
lemnly read at the Time of the Celebration of the Sa- 
crament) we admoniſh them, to examine themſelves, 
and judge themſelves,. to repent them truly of their 
Sins, to have a ſteadfaſt and lively Faith in Cbriſt, 
and to amend their Lives: I had Occaſion to take 
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Notice of ſuch a Calumny before, p. 13, and I deſire 
the Reader would add this to what I then ſaid: I 
leave the Reader in his own Thoughts to abhor and 
deteſt this infamous Author; for what Words are 
bad enough for one who can bring ſo barefaced and 
ſo falſe an Accuſation againſt the National Church 
in which he lives, and in the pretended Cauſe of 
Religion ? 

The Remainder of this Objection is ſame of the 
groſſeſt and vileſt Abuſe that I ever read; I have 
indeed unwillingly heard ſuch Language in the 
Streets, but I ſhould never have expected to have ſeen 
it in a Book, whoſe Author pretends the leaſt Regard 
to Conſcience. 

Part of what he charges many of our Commu- 
nicants with, if it were true, I think he could not 
know it : Whether they have ſaving Knowledge or 
Faith, Sc. And who art thou that judgeſt another? 
To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth. | 

But as the bad will ever mingle with the good, if 
we ſhould allow, that poſſibly there may be ſome 


Communicants who are unworthy Receivers, it muſt 


be granted, this is an Inconvenience which cannot 
be avoided ; I fear it may be found amongſt every 
Society of Chriſtians, of what Denomination ſoever ; 
and was I diſpoſed to make Repriſals, I could find 
ſome Saints, even in his own Congregatian, ſo black, 
that I ſhould do no Injuſtice to them, if I was to 
rank them among the greateſt Sinners: But I do not 
mean to make this an Objection to him, nor to the 
reſt of his Congregation; I know it cannot be 
avoided, do what he will; neither doth it in the leaſt 
affect other Men: For tho* another Man ſhould re- 
ceive unworthily with me, that doth not make me 
an unworthy Receiver : Indeed to partake with other 
Men of their Sins, is Sin; but to partake with a 
Sinner of that which is no Sin, can be none “: And 
therefore this 15 not a ſufficient Plea for Separation, 


q@ Parſon on the Creed. 
And 
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And it appears that this was the Opinion of the 
1 Apoſtle: The Church of Corinth was beyond 

iſpute very wicked, for there were Schiſms and 
Contentions among them, 1 Cor. i. 12. Envying, 
Strife, Diviſions or Factions, 1 Cor. iii. 3. Fornica» 
tion and Inceſt, 1 Cor. v. 1. they eat in the Idolatrous 
Temples, 1 Cor. viii. 10. and were Drunk even when 
they met together to celebrate the Lord's Supper, 
1 Cor. xi. 21.28, And what faith St. Paul to this? Not 
that they ſhould ſeparate upon this Account, not 
that they ſhould pry into their Neighbour's State, 
and examine whether he comes properly or not, but 
this, let a Man examine himſelf, — ſo let him eat 
of that Bread and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. xi. 18. 
and every private Chriſtian who obeys the Apoſtle's 
Command, who takes Care to examine and judge 
himſelf, and not his Neighbour, may ſafely receive 
the Holy Sacrament, and the Unworthineſs of other 
People (if any ſuch there are) will never be imputed 
to him “. | 

EE PTTL Ih OO 

« We diſſent from the Church of England; becauſe 
ce the generality of the Prieſts diſſent from their old 
ce Doctrines, and the chief of the Thirty-nine Ar- 
4 txles of Religion, &c.” | 
But this is ſaid without any colour of Proof, there- 
fore I ſhall ſay nothing more to it, than that we 
deny it, and we appeal to the Writings of our Di- 
vines, with only theſe two cautions : 

Firſt, Before any Man aſſerts as the Reaſoner does, 
he ſhould be ſure he underſtands the Meaning of 
thoſe Articles. * | 

Secondly, That the preſent Opinion of the Church 
of England is not to be taken from one or two pri- 
vate Writers, but from our Offices and Creeds, and 
the Writings of the Divines of our Church in 
general. 


* London-Caſes, Vol. I. p. 230, Se. 
RFEASON 
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* o TERA 
« We except againſt two Things, eſpecially in 
Order foe tha Burial of the Dead. was. 
« 1, They thank God for taking them away, Bad 
« as well as Good,” which in the Caſe of bad 'Men 
he thinks wrong. But yet it hath pleaſed God to 
declare, Eze, xviii. 23, 32. That he hath no Pleaſure 
in the Death of the Wicked, but rather defireth he ſhould 
turn from his Wickedueſs and live; and therefore we 
may fairly conclude, that when it pleaſes God to 
take even a wicked Man out of the World, he doth 
it in Mercy, that he may not go on to heap up 
Wrath to himſelf againſt the Day of Wrath. Vencer. 
And certainly when a Friend or near Relation is 
delivered from the Miſeries of this ſinful World, 
(which generally before our Deaths are very grievous) 
it is a Benefit which a pious and ſerious, or only a 
good natured Man, would and ought to be thankful 
to God for, excluſive of all worldly Conſiderations 

whatſoever. 
« 2, Nor can we ſay (as they do) of every one, 
* (even the vileſt Wretches that they bury) that we 
© have ſure and certain Hope of their Reſurrection 
* to eternal Life.“ X 
Here we have another Inſtance of his Honeſty 
tho? this ſeems not to wound the Conſcience of this 
Man, but to have been written with a grave Face, 
he knows very well we ſay no ſuch Thing : Look in 
any Prayer-Book, you will ſee we commit his Body to 
the Ground, in ſure and certain hope of the Reſur- 
rection to eternal Life; not of hig, nor her, nor their 
Reſurrection, but of 1 HE Reſurrection; and agree- - 
ably to this, when we bury the Dead at Sea, we com- 
mit the Body to the Deep, looking for he Reſurrec- 
tion of the Body (when the Sea ſhall give up her 
Dead). I have examined every Edition of our 
Prayer-Books that I have met with, to ſee whether 
there was a falſe print in any of them, to juſtify 
this bold Writer; but I never could find one, and 
0 


18. 
as he could not but know the Accuſation was falſe, I 
cannot expect he ſhould be ſo ingenuous as to take 


Shame to himſelf, but I hope the Reader will give 
him ſuch a Place in his Eſteem as he deſerves. 


Rzrason VII. 

„ We withdraw from the Communion of the 
* Church of England, becauſe we cannot allow of 
* ſuch Officers in the Church, as Dioceſan, or Lord 
« Biſhops. We own all faithful Paſtors of parti- 
* cular Congregations, to be ſcriptural Biſhops, and 
the Scriptures know no other. Our Lord Feſus 
« Chriſt forbad it, Mark x. 42. 45. 

Now, tho? this Author is very free of the Cenſures, 
which he paſſes upon the Clergy, whom he is pleaſed 
to charge with Ignorance, as well without Provoca- 
tion, as without Reaſon ; I muſt take the Liberty of 
ſaying, that he doth by no means ſhew his own ſkill 
in the Scriptures; for I think throughout his Piece 
he doth not produce ſo much as one Text, but what 
is impertinent or miſapplied, and his Ignorance is 
not more manifeſt in any Part of this notable Per- 
formance, than it is in what he faith to ſupport this 
ſeventh Reaſon z the Text of Scripture in which he 
hath the Confidence to ſay, our Bleſſed Lord forbad 
Epiſcopacy, is a flagrant inſtance of it, for it ſeems, 
to be produced for no other End, than becauſe of 
the Word Lordſhip in our Tranſlation : And I ſup- 
poſe this ſimple Man thought that had ſome Affinity 
to the Title of Lord, which in England is now ge- 
nerally added to the other of Biſhop. | 

But if I was to let his Text alone; there 1s one 
Exception; and I might ſhew there is one Dioceſan 
Biſhop, whom this Text could not affect, let him 
torture it how he will, and that is the Biſhop of Soder 
and Man, who has no Seat in Parliament, and has not 


the Title of Lord given him “. I 
Now 

* N. B. The Title of Lord Biſhop of Sider and Man which is 
G given 
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Now let us examine his Text; the Meaning of it 
will be plainly ſeen, by conſidering the Occaſion of 
it; the two Apoſtles, 13 and John, had deſired, 
by their Mother, that in our Saviour's Kingdom 
they might have the chief Management of Affairs, 
that they might ſit the one on his right hand and the 
other on his left; our Lord did not grant their Peti- 
tion, but yet when the other Ten heard of it they 
began to be much diſpleaſed with James and Jobn; 
but Jeſus to prevent the bad Conſequences which 
might follow, put a ſtop to this, by calling the Ten, 
and aſſuring them they had no Reaſon to be diſ- 
pleaſed with the Sons of Zebedee for preferring that 
Requeſt, for if they had obtained what they deſired, 
the Conſequence would not have been as they ex- 
pected ; for *tis true, ſays he, Ze know the Princes of 
the Gentiles exerciſe Dominion or Lordſhip over them, 
and their great ones haue much Power over them, 


fo ſhall it not be amongſt you ; for they who ſhall ar- 


rive to the greateſt Dignity in my Kingdom, ſhall 
in Truth have the moſt burthenſome Office, who/c- 
ever will be great among you ſhall be your Miniſter : 
In the Diſcharge of ſacred Offices you ſhall attend 
and wait upon thoſe whoſe Rulers you arez And 
whoſoever will be Chief ſhall be Servant of all, and the 
higher you are advanced in Dignity, the greater 


| Burden of Offices and Duty ſhall lie upon you, to 


attend the Wants of all your Inferiors *. 

This is the natural aud true Meaning of this Paſ- 
ſage, and let any Man judge whether there is any 
thing in it which can be rack'd to ſpeak againſt the 
Order of Biſhops : And that the Author brought it 
only for that little, petty, low Reaſon, namely, be- 
cauſe of the Word Lirdfii in it, is very probable 


given to him in the Title of Biſhop Wiſſon's excellent little Piece 
upon the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is by miſtake of the 
Bookſeller, for it is a Title which he doth not claim, and which 
doth not belong to him. 
* See Dr. Hammond upon the Text. 
from 
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from hence, that he might as well have brought the 
parallel Paſſage in St. Matthew, which you know 
ſtands firſt in the Bible, but that would not do, it 
wanted the Word Lordſhip ; and I have given theſe 
two Texts in one View, for the ſake of the Zngliſh 
Reader, aſſuring him that it is the very ſame Word 
in the Geek, which in one Place is tranſlated exerciſe 
Lordſhip, and in the other exerciſe Dominion. 
Matt. xx. 25. [ Mark x. 42. 

Ye know that the Princes|| Ye know that they which 
of the Gentiles exerciſe Do- are accounted to rule over 
minion over them, and they || the Gentiles, Exerciſe Lord- 
that are great exerciſe Au- ſhip over them; and their 
thority upon them, great ones exerciſe Autho- 

| rity upon them. | 

Tho? the Writer ſays the Scriptures know no other 
Biſhops but Paſtors of particular Congregations, 1t 
is certain Timothy and Titus, and ſeveral others men- 
tioned there were Biſhops in the Senſe of the Church 
of England; they were appointed to ordain others, 
as they were themſelves ordained by the Apoſtles, 
and were to exerciſe an Eccleſiaſtical Juriſdiftion over 
thoſe Churches. See St. Paul's Epiſtle to them, and 
eſpecially theſe Paſſages, 1 Tim, v. 19, to the End, 
2 Tim. ii. 2. Titus i. 5, Fc. Tit. iii. 10. And fo ſay 
the Writers of Antiquity in general. 

This brings me to examine what he ſays upon this 
Head ; and if the Author is unlucky in the choice of 
his Text of Scripture, he is, if poſſible, ten times 
more ſo in what he ſays of the ancient Writers: But 
hear him. 

« Athanaſius is ſaid to be Biſhop of Alexandria, 
* (and a Biſhop he was) [1 am glad of that] but not 
a Dioceſan Biſhop ; for he had no more Chriſtians 
in his Community than might meet in one Place. 
So faith Cyprian, Polycarp, Irenæus, and Fuſtin 
« Martyr.” 


What? Do they ſay Athanaſius had no more Chrit- 


tians in his Community than might meet in - 


Place? G 2 
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If I had the leaſt Opinion of the Man's honeſty, 
I ſhould really pity him for his Unluckineſs; of all 
the Dioceſes throughout Chriſtendom, it is pretty 
odd he ſhould ſtumble upon that of Alexandria to 
prove this Point; and that he ſhould hit upon ſo re- 
markable a Man as A hanaſius, is yet ſtranger; and 
then to aſſert, that thoſe four good Men ſaid all this 
of him, is rather more unfortunate ſtill ; for if he 
had put the Names of all the Writers of the Chriſ- 
tian Church together, and drawn out four at ran- 
dom, he could not have choſen worſe ; this I will 
demonſtrate : 

Juſtin Martyr ſuffered Martyrdom in the Year of 
our Lord 166. | | 

Polycarp, Biſhop of Smyrna, a Diſciple of St. John's, 
ſuffered Martyrdom in the Year 167. 

Treneus was his Diſciple, and ſuffered in the Year 
203. 

Cyprian was Biſhop of Carthage, and was beheaded 
Jn the Year 258. 

Now it happened that Athanaſius was not made 
Biſhop of Alexandria till 326. And how could it 
enter into the Head of any Man to ſay, that they 
ſhould write about Athanaſizs, when two of them were 
dead 150 Years, and he who lived the lateſt was 
dead 68 Years before Athanaſius was Biſhop of Alex- 
andria; and as he was Biſhop there above 40 Years, 
(which the Hiſtorians agree in) it is pretty certain 
that even Cyprian was dead before Athanaſius was 


born *? 


When a Man ſo meanly qualified pretends to 
Learning, and ſets up for a Teacher of others, he 
makes me call to mind what St. Paul ſaid of ſome 
People in his Time, 1 Tim. i. 7. That they defired to 
be Teachers of the Law, but underſtood neither what 
they ſaid, nor whereof they affirmed. 

Concerning the Extent of the Dioceſe of Alexan- 
dria J will give you an Account from one who mult 


* See Dupin's Hiſtory. 
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be allowed to be a very good judge of Antiquity. 
We may judge of the Extent of ſome of theſe Dioceſes 
by that of Alexandria, which had firſt a great many 
Churches with Preſbyters fixed upon them in the City 
itſelf, in the Time of Alexander and Athanaſius, as 
Epiphanius more than once informs us, naming, befide 
the great Church, commonly called Cæſarea; thoſe of 
Dionyſius, Theonas, Pierius, Serapion, Dizyas, Men- 
didias, Annianus, Abias, and Baucalis where Arius 
was Preſbyter. Then again it had the large Region of 
Mareotis belonging to it, For Athanaſius ſays, there 
never had been either Biſhop or Chorepiſcopus in all that 
Region, but only Preſhyters under the Biſhop of Alex- 
andria; and that they were fourteen in Number, (beſides 
thirteen Deacons) ſome of which had two Villages, and 
others more, within their reſpective Pariſhes, Canopus 
was alſo once in this Dioceſe, being reckoned one of the 
Suburbs of Alexandria, tho* a large Place, and twelve 
Miles diſtant from it; Nicopolis alſo was in this Dio- 
ceſe, which Strabo equals to a City. Bingham's An- 
tiquities, Book IX. c. 2. 

It he had not boaſted of his Knowledge, and 
charged others with the Want of it, I would not 
have taken notice of his having ſhewn his Ignorance 
in Logick, as well as Antiquity, when he argues that 
none of theſe could be Dioceſan Biſhops, becauſe 
* many of them” lived near together; the dulleſt 
Creature that ever went from either of our Univer- 
ſities would have been aſhamed of ſuch Stuff; and as 
it is a way of Reaſoning peculiar to this worthy Au- 
thor, tho* I have ſometimes paid him that Compli- 
ment before, I will beg leave hereafter to ſpeak of 
him only by the Stile and Title of the Reaſoner. 

Well, but I will make it Senſe for him, and ſup- 
poſe that he meant to ſay, that ſome of them could not 
% Dioceſan Biſhops, becauſe they were not above fix, 
ome five, ſome four, ſome three, and ſome but two Miles 
one from another, | 

Here 
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Here he 1s fo exact that one would almoſt think 
he had meafured their Diſtances ; and yet in another 
place, (p. 25.) he ſeems to be pleaſed with a Diſco- 
very he had made in the Revelationt, c. I. v. g. that 
* there were ſeven Churches in the /e/ſer Au.“ In 
what Senfe they were called diſtinct Churches I have 
elſewhere fhewn, and if it will be any Satisfaction to 
him, I will own, there were afterwards not only ſeven 
Churches, but about four hundred in the Ie er Afta ; 
and juſt ſo many Biſhops, with Preſbyters and Dea- 
cons under them: Indeed he may think this was a 
vaſt Number for leſer Af4 to have, and I confeſs 
there is ſcarce ſuch another Inſtance to be met with 
in the Chriſtian World: Biſhopricks were, I think, 
in no Place ſo numerous as here: But then it muſt 
be conſidered, that tho? it was called A/ia the Leſs, 
yet it extended fix hundred Miles in Length, and 
about three hundred in Breadth; this Geographers 
aſſure us; as may be ſeen in our own Countryman 
Hleylin, whoſe Account is very confiſtent with S/ rabo's 
and Pliny's : And Mr. Bingbam has computed, that 
one with another, between twenty and thirty Miles 
may fairly be allowed for the Diftance between the 
Seats of each of thoſe Bifhops ; but then there was 
x great Diſproportion as to the different Extent of 
their ſeveral Dioceſes, ſome of them were very large, 
and ſome again very ſmall ; but where they were 
thickeſt; as in Aſia properly fo called, the neareſt 
that we find any two Biſhop's Seats; is at the Diſtance 
of ſeven or eight Mites; fo that what he ſays, that 
ſome were not above fix, ſome five, ſome four; ſome 
three, and ſome but two Miles one from another, is 
not true. 

Now as to thoſe Biſhop's Seats which were the 
neareſt together, I muſt obſerve, that we cannot 
from thence judge with any exactneſs of the Extent 
of the Furifdi&on of their Biſhops ; for the Places 
of their Reſidence, and of their principal Church 
might be very ncar together, and yet their Jurifdic- 
ion 
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tion might extend to conſiderable Diſtances : The 
City of Baib is not, I think, above ten Miles from 
Briſtal, and yet the Dioceſe of Bath contains above 
three hundred and fifty Pariſhes, and that of Briſtol 
above two hundred and fifty Pariſhes : And if my 
Map doth not deceive me, Bangor and St. Aſaph are 
not much farther diſtant; and the little Town of 
Morgan, once a Biſhoprick, under the Arch Biſhop 
of St. Davids, is about the ſame Diſtance from Lan- 
daf: But the Queſtian with us and the Diſſen- 
ters is, as to the Nature of the Epiſcopal Office in 
the Country I am ſpeaking of, not how far the Limits 
of their Biſhopricks extended ; not how many Prieſts 
or Deacons they had under their Juriſdiction, but 
whether they exerciſed an Epiſcopal Juriſdiction or 
not: In England, tho* our Biſhopricks are very irre- 
gularly and unequally divided, yet they are generally 
of large Extent; and here we fee they are obliged, 
for the better governing their reſpective Dioceles, to 
have other Officers under them; not to mention 
more, they have their Archdeacons : And if in- 
ſtead of twenty-ſix Biſhops which we now have in 
this Kingdom of England, we had as many as there 
are Archdeacons, with ſmall Diſtricts committed ta 
their Care, and with the fame Authority in Church- 
Affairs, I humbly conceive they would ſtill be Dio- 
ceſan Biſhops, and the Difference would only be, 
that then, they might do that in Perſon, which now 
they are obliged to do by their under Officers. 

But further, there is an Inſtance in Ireland which 
is much to our preſent purpoſe : In the Province of 
Connaught, there is a ſmall Town called Mayo, which 
was once the Seat of a-Biſhop, and is now united 
with the Archbiſhoprick of Tuam; and yet this 
Town is no more than three Miles diſtant from K:/- 
lala, which not only had that Honour formerly, but 
is at preſent the Seat of a Biſhop ; Thele are a great 
deal nearer than any of the Seats of the Alan 
Biſhops, | 

And 
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And if we make the moſt of what can be faid 
about the Aſian Biſhopricks, if we take them at the 
neareſt, if we ſuppoſe them to be not above eight 
Miles aſunder, and that ſome of their Juriſdictions 
did not extend above four Miles from the Place of 
their Reſidence; yet it muſt be allowed that that 
Part of Aſia where there were ſo many Biſhopricks, 
was extremely populous ; more ſo by far, than any 
Part of this Kingdom, a little way from London : 
Nevertheleſs, in the Country Town where I now am, 
if we take the neighbouring Pariſhes for four Miles 
round, they amount to abave twenty, excluſive of 
the twelve Churches in the Town, which is ſaid for- 
merly to have had fourteen ; And that in a Country 
by no means the moſt POP pulous, ( (part of it being a 
barren Heath): if therefore each of thoſe A/an Biſhops 
had no more Prieſts and Deacons under them, than 
what might ſupply 20 Churches, beſides the Town 
in which they reſided, yet he was a Dioceſan Biſhop 
in our Senſe of the Word : So that tho* ſome of 
them lived near together, what the Reaſoner ſays, 
that therefore none of them were Nioceſan Biſhops, is 
ſo far from being true, that it is plain hey all might 
be fo * 

He ſays further, we read of two Biſhops in their 
Biſhopricks, “ in the ſame City at the ſame Time, 
« Phil. i. 1.” but if the Reader will be pleaſed to 
turn to the Place, he will ſee that there is not a Word 
about their being in their Biſhopricks : They might 
be Biſhops of different Places aſſembled at Philippi, 
(the chief City of that Part of Macedonia, Acts xvi. 
x2.) as our Biſhops often are in London, and St. Paul 
knowing they were there, might very well direct his 
Epiſtle to them. 

There is indeed ſome Reaſon to think, that Epaph- 
roditus, who carried the Epiſtle to the Philippians, 
was the proper Biſhop of that Church ; for they are 
directed to receive him in the Lord, c. ii. v. 29. and 


* See the Poſtſcript, 


the 
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the Word tranſlated Meſſenger, v. 25. is in the Greek. 
Apoſtle : Now Theodbret, who wrote in the fi 
Century affures us, they who are now [in his Time 
called Biſhops, were [ formerly] called Apoſtles. See 
Whitby on Phil. ii. 25; | | 

However, I am ready to acknowledge; that in the 
Apoſtle's Time, Preſbyters were called Biſh6ps, as 
they very well might be, that Word ſignifying nd 
more than Overſeers. But this doth by no means 
prove, that there was not at the ſame Time an Order 
of Officers in the Church, ſuperior to Preſbyters4 
who had the Power of Ordination veſted in them, 
and exerciſed a Juriſdiction over the Preſbyters them- 
ſelves; ſuch were the Twelve Apoſtles; and ſuck 
were Timothy and Titus, and others. THEE 
To this ſuperior Order the Name of Biſhops (which 
had before been uſed in common for other Churclt 
Officers) was ſoon afterwards appropriated ; when, out 
of Reverence to the bleſſed Twelve, they declined the 
venerable Title of Apoſtles. That this happened very 


ſoon, appears from hence; that the three Orders are 


plainly diſtinguiſhed, and called by the Names of 
Biſhop, Prieſt, and Deacon, by Ignatius, who wrote 
in the Year of our Lord 107 or 108 . So that it 
will puzzle the Reaſoner to ſhew how it makes for 
his Cauſe, if we allow that thoſe who are called Bi- 
ſhops, Phil. i. 1. were no more than Preſbyters. 

Beſides, it is well known, that oftentimes when 2 
Biſhop was very aged or infirm, he had another Bi- 
ſhop ordained as a Coadjutor to aſſiſt him in the 
Care of his Dioceſe; ſo that the Reaſoner*s Conclu- 
ſion, that becauſe there were ſometimes two Biſhops 
in a City, therefore theſe wete no more than private 


Ignatius diſtinguiſhes the three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts; 
and Deacons, in Epiſtle to the Church of Smyrna, Sect. 8. to 
Polycarp, Set. 6. to the Epheſians, Set. 2. to the Philadelphians, 
five or fix times. Nay further, the Superiority of the Biſhops 
above the Preſbyters is plainly afſerted by him in Epiſtle to the 
Magneftans; Sect. 6. and 7 the Tralliass, Sect. Þ 3. 


aſtors; 
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Paſtors, is pretty near a- kin to that I juſt now men- 
tioned in the preceding Paragraph. „ 

And I will venture further to ſay, that none of 
the Writers which he mentions will vouch the Truth 
of what he ſays they will. Cyprian was himſelf Bi- 
ſhop of Carthage, and tho? for that Reaſon he is by 
far a better Witneſs in this caſe, than he was in the 
Affair of Athanaſius, (becauſe he happened to be 
dead before Athanaſius was born) I fay, tho? I grant 
he is a very good Witneſs in this Point, I defy the 
Reaſoner to produce ſuch a Teſtimony from him. 

Any Man who has read Cyprian's Epiſtles, muſt 
know, that he frequently mentions and diſtinguiſhes 
the three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons *, 
and that he actually exerciſed an Authority over 
them, for he threatens to excommunicate any Prieſts 
or Deacons, who ſhould preſume to communicate 
with thoſe who had fallen [to Idolatry] before they 
had received his Directions concerning it ; he de- 
puted two Biſhops, Caldonius and Herculanus, with 
two Preſbyters, Rogatianus and Numidicus, to declare 
Feliciſſimus, a Preſbyter, excommunicate, and one 
Augendus his Aſſociate, which they accordingly ac- 
quainted him, Ep. 42. they had done ||]. Theſe 
aſſages 

* Si qui de peregrinis Eyiſcopi College mei, vel Preſbyteri vel 
Diaconi præſentes fuerint, vel ſupervenerint, hxc omnia de vobis 
audiant. Fp. 32. p. 65. Ed. Ox. 

+ Interea ſiquis immoderatus, et præceps, five de noſtris Preſ- 
byteris vel Diaconibus, ſive de peregrinis, auſus fuerit ante ſen- 
tentiam noſtram Communicare cum lapſis, a Communicatione 
noſtra arceatur. Ep. 34. p. 68. In a Letter to the Prieſts and 
Deacons at Rome, having given them an Account of the Care he 
had taken of the Church of Carthage, he adds, Item Preſbyteris et 
Diaconibus non defuit Sacerdotii vigor, ut quidam minus diſciplinæ 
memores & temeraria feſtinatione przcipites, qui cum lapſis Com- 
municare cæperant, comprimerentur. And in Ep. 19. he has 
theſe Words, Audio tamen quoſdam de Preſbyteris, nec Evangelii 
memores, nec quid ad nos Martyres ſeripſerint cogitantes, nec 
Fpiſcopo honorem Sacerdotii ſui et Cathedræ reſervantes, jam 
cum lapſts Communicare cœpiſſe. 


| He ſent Caldonius and Herculanus, two Biſhops, with Roga- 
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Paſſages may ſerve as a Specimen of what yon may 
expect from Cyprian upon this Head. But as I have 
mentioned him, I will give one Quotation more, 
which will ſhew his Opinion as to what we were 
ſpeaking of juſt now, about there being two Biſhops 
in one Giry. He gives this Reaſon why Novatianus 
could not be Biſhop of Rome, becauſe Cornelius was 
ordained firſt, and there could not be two : Since 
there cannot be a ſecond | Biſhop] after the firſt, whoever 
is made [ Biſhop] after one is already, (who ought 
to be alone) he is not a ſecond, but no Biſhop at all *. 
It is certain Clemens Romanus deſcribes the Mini- 
ſtration of the Officers in the Chriſtian Church, b 
an Alluſion taken from the diſtinct Officers of Hig 
Prieſt, Prieſt, and Levites among the Jes, Ep. I. c. 40. 
And as to thoſe Places where he mentions only Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons, what I ſaid before ſhould be re- 
membred, viz. That in the Time of the Apoſtles, 
when he wrote, Biſhops were ſometimes called Apo- 
ſtles; and Preſbyters, Biſhops : So that the Bi- 
ſhops and Deacons which he ſpeaks of, c. xlii, &c. 
were probably no more than Prieſts and Deacons. 
And as an inſtance of what you may expect from 
Origen, I will give you a ſhort Quotation from him, 
as Mr. Bingham has tranſlated him. | 
Every one ſhall be puniſhed according to the Difference 
of his Degree; if a Biſhop or Preſident of the Church 
fins, he ſhall have the greater Puniſhment ;, a Catechu- 


men will deſerve Mercy, in compariſon of a Believer , 


and a Layman, in compariſon of a Deacon; and a Deacon, 
in compariſon of a Preſbyter : Origen here mentions fue 
diſtinft Orders or Degrees in the Church, Biſhops, Preſ- 


tianus and Numidicus two Preſbyters, as his Vicars or Deputies, as 
he tells them; cum ego vos pro me vicarios miſerim, to ſettle 
the Affairs of the Church: And in their anſwer, which was in 
Conſequence of this Appointment, they acquaint him with their 
having excommunicated Feliciſimus and five other Preſbyters. 
Fide, Ep. 41. 42, 43. f 
Cum poſt primum ſecundus bern eſſe non poſſit, quis- 
quis poſt unum qui ſolus eſſe debeat, factus eſt ; non jam ſecundus 
ille, fed nullus eſt. Ep. 55. P. 104. 
H 2 byters, 
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byters, Deacons, Laymen baptized, or Believers, Cate. 
chumens, or the Candidates for Baptiſm*. Therefore let 
the Reader judge what ſort of Teſtimony we ſhould 
have from him in this Point; and, upon the whole, I 
gan ny admire that the Reaſoner could think to put 
off ſuch Stuff upon his Readers, without being de- 
tected and expoſed for it. | 


Rz as ON VIII. 

« We cannot allow that the Biſhop or Patron 
£ ſhould impoſe a Paſtor upon any Pariſh, without 
tothe Conſent and Choice of the People.“ Sc. 

It is not quite clear what Right the People, in the 
early Ages of Chriſtianity, exerciſed in the Choice 
of their Clergy; but if it ever was the Cuſtom for 
them to chooſe, it hath for good Reaſons been al- 
tered; ſome of which will be mentioned. As to the 
Reſemblance, which he thinks very near, between 
chooſing a Paſtor for a Congregation, and a Huſ- 
band for a Wife; I will only fay, if the Lord of a 
Manor was to chooſe a good Huſband for aWoman, 
ſhe would have no Reaſon to complain; and how 
near ſoeyer he may think the Reſemblance between 
theſe two Caſes, there is at leaſt this Difference; if 
a Woman's Huſband proves a bad one, ſhe cannot 
get rid of him, it is Death alone muſt part them; 
and therefore it is but right the choice ſhould be 
wholly her own : But in the other Caſe it is other- 
wiſe; if, amongſt us, the Miniſter proves a bad Man, 
neglects his Charge, or miſbehaves, the People have 
their Remedy, they may complain, and, upon mak- 

* Pro modo Graduum unuſquiſque torquebitur ; majorem Pæ- 
nam habet, qui Eccleſiæ præſidet et delinquit. An non magis 
Miſericordiam promeretur ad comparationem fidelis, Catechu- 
menus? Non magis venia dignus eſt Laicus, ſi ad Diaconum con- 
feratur ? Et = 2 comparatione Preſbyteri, Diaconus veniam 
plus meretur. Orig. Hom. 5. in Ezec. And again he ſays, ab Ec- 
cleſiaſticis Dignitatibus, non ſolum Fornicatio, ſed et Nuptiæ re- 


llunt, neque enim Epiſcopus, nec Preſbyter, nec Diaconus poſ- 
ſunt eſſe Digami. Orig. Hom. 17. in Luc. 
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good the Charge, ſuch a Miniſter will he pu- 
+ : He may be ſuſpended, or deprived, and a 
roper Man ſent in his room; and to make this 
Matter eaſier to them, frequent Enquiries are made 
by the Biſhop, or his Officers, particularly at his 
Viſitations, whether there are any ſuch Complaints 
or not; and all this is regular and well. 

But let us ſee as to the other-Way among the 
Diſſenters : The Election of their Miniſters is made, 
either by the Congregation at large, or by a ſele& 
Number of them : The laſt I have been told is the 
moſt uſual Method; and I fain would know what 
Right thoſe few have to chooſe a Miniſter for the 
reſt of the Congregation ? And when the Reaſoner 
tells me that, I will ſhew it 1s more reaſonable for 
the private Patron to recommend a Clergyman to 
the Biſhop to be appointed Miniſter of a Pariſh, 
than it is for thoſe few to chooſe no Body knows 
who, to be the Paſtor of the whole Congregation, 

For, Firſt, The Patron! muſt chooſe a Clergyman 
who has been regularly ordain'd to execute the Mini- 
ſterial Office; and therefore he is one who has been 
judged by the Biſhop that ordain'd him to be a pro- 
per Perſon for ſuch a Charge. And g 

Secondly, The Patron only recommends a Clergyman 
to the Biſhop to be appointed by him, and before the 
Care of a Pariſh is committed to him, he is examin'd 
by the Biſhop as to his Abilities, and he muſt pro- 
duce proper Certificates of his good Life and Con- 
verſation. And what greater Care can be taken that 
proper Perſons ſhould be appointed tor the Diſcharge 
of the Miniſterial Office? I will appeal to the Diſ- 
ſenters themſelves, whether it is not more likely that 
an improper Perſon ſhould be choſen amongſt them, 
when they who chooſe them muſt oftentimes be al- 
lowed to be very incompetent Judges : And ut the 
Teacher be choſen by the Congregation at large, 
then the Choice is likely to be ſtill more precarious. 
1 grant that private Perſons chooſe their * Phy- 

clans, 
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ſicians, but it is a notorious Truth, that the com- 
mon People do generally run to 4 n 3 vg 

 Lafth, I obſerve in the Words of Dr. Stilling fleet, 
That if all the People were left to chooſe their own Paſ- 
tors, it is not to be imagined what Parties and Fattions, 
what mutual Halredt and perpetual Animoſities they 
would naturally fall into on ſuch Occaſions. Do we not 
daily fee ſuch Things to be the Fruit of popular Elections? 
Which being the natural Effects of Men's Paſſions, ſtirred 
up by ſuch Occaſions, and there being ſo much Experience 
of it in all Apes of the Chriſtian Church where ſuch 
Things have been; I am as certain that Chriſt never 
gave the People an unalterable Right of chooſing their 
own Miniſters, as I am, that he deſigned to have the 
Unity and Peace of the Church preſerved *. | 

Theſe lamentable Effects are ſtill but too viſible in 
thoſe Pariſhes where the People have the Right of 
chooſing, and the Diſſenters cannot but be Eafible 
of it amongſt themſelves. = 


RE ASO N IX. 

« We diſfent from the Church of England, becauſe 
* we think it wants godly Diſcipline, &c.” 

Under this Head the Reaſoner vents much Malice, 
and indulges himſelf in the Exerciſe of that Talent, 
in the Uſe of which he ſeems (as far as I can judge) 
to excell all others that I have ſeen; I mean, that of 
throwing about foul Words, and abuſive Language. 
As this 1s a Way of arguing to which (I muſt own) 
I have not been accuſtomed, I hope the Reader will 
excuſe me, if I here take no other Notice of it, than 
to give him the fame Reproof which was once given 
to the worſt of Creatures, Jude g. the Cord Rebuke 
thee, | 

Nevertheleſs, I will be ſo ingenuous as to allow, 
that our Diſcipline is not quite ſo regular and exact, 
as our beſt Friends may wiſh ; but then thoſe Diſſen- 
ters which make this a Pretence for ſeparating from 


* S$tillins fleet's Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, Part III. 
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us, ſhould conſider theſe three Things following, as 
* * well adviſed by an excellent Writer in theſe 
ords : _ | | 
1. That this [a ſtrict Diſcipline] is much more difficult 
in a National Church, than in one of their Societies. 


For none fide with them but what do it out of ſome Zeal ; 
whether it be a true and godly Zeal, or an ignorant and 
fattious one, ſtill it is Zeal ; and may be made Uſe of ta 
a vigorous Execution of the Orders paſt among ibem. 


But there is in all Nations, beſides the zealous Men, a 
fort of flying Squadron that have really no Concern at all 
for any Religion, but being perfettly indifferent, do of 
courſe fall in with the National Church, as being the 
moſt faſhionable at that Time, Theſe wherever they light, 
are à great Hindrance to the due Execution of any Ca- 
nons for Diſcipline ; they are either by their Riches and 


Power too big, or elſe by their Number too many for the 


Force of the Law ; The Diſſenters, notwithſtanding the 
Boaſts of their Exatineſs of Diſcipline, would find them- 
ſelves embarraſs*d, if this were their Caſe. 

If a candid and ſerious Diſſenter reflects upon what 
is here ſaid, he will perceive, it is unfair and unjuſt, 
therefore he ought not to conſider every Man who 
doth not call himſelf a Diſſenter, as being of the 
Church of England: A Man who has no Rel: ion, 
ſhould not properly be ranked among thoſe of any 
Church; and therefore, when the Reaſoner, with his 
uſual Politeneſs, bids the Clergy, (Plain Reaſons, 
p. 39.) ſearch the Alehouſes, the Goals, and the Gal- 
lows, for thoſe of our Communion, he only ſhews 
he hath as little regard to Truth and Juſtice, as he 
hath to good Manners. But to return to my Au- 
thor. The Diſſenters ſhould conſider, 

2. That tho the Scripture does command Churches 10 
excommunicate wicked Men, yet it does not allow private 
Men to make Separations from a Church that does not duly 
practice that Command, Let a Man take Care that he 
does not deſerve, by his own Wickedneſs, to be turned out 
ef the Church: And if others, who do deſerve it, be not, 
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ton a Motion made, turned out; that is not bis Fault; 
nor will be imputed to him. The- Church of Corinth 
was faulty in this, when St. Paul wrote his firſt Epiſtts 
to them; and tho he does there reprove them for Ibis 
Fault, yet at the Time of his ſecond Epiſtle, there were 
ſtill very wicked Men, whom they had not yet turned 
out; and yet in both his Epiſtles he charges that none go 
about to make any Diviſion. And from that Time to this 
Time there has been no Church free from theſe Spots in 
the Feaſts of Charity. It is indeed impdſſible for any 
Church, while it is in this World, abſolutely to free 
itfelf. In the mean Time private Chriſtians are adviſed 
to withdraw their Familiarity and Converſation from 
thoſe that they know to be ſuch. And fo far every pri- 
vate Man has the Power of Excommunication in his 
own Breaſt. 

3. That whereas there are but folw ſorts of Men 
whom the Scripture does command to be Excommunicated. 
t. Idolaters, Unbelievers, Teachers of falſe Doctrine in 
the Fundamentals of the Faith. 2. Men of vicious and 
immoral Lives. 3. Such as in Points of Treſpaſſes or 
Differences between Man and Man, will not hear the 
Church, And 4thly. Thoſe that make Diviſions in or 
from a Church: The diſſenting and dividing Parties 
ſhould, amidſt all the Zeal that they ſhew for executing 
the Law upon the three firſt Sorts, remember that the 
Law is as full, as plain, as peremptory againſt the 
fourth ſort, as againſt any of the other, For there is 
not a Text in all the Scripture that is plainer againſt any 
Sin, than is that of St. Paul. Rom. xvi. 17. Now I 
beſeech you, Brethren, mark thoſe which cauſe Di- 
viſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which 
ye have learned, and ayoid them. Therefore he that 
thinks Adultery to be a Sin, and Drunkenneſs to be a 
Sin, &c. and Schiſm to be none; or that a Man is to be 
avoided or excommunicated for the one, but not for the 
other, is one that does not take Chriſt's Commands as 
they lie in Scripture, but picks out ſome that he will ob- 
ſerve, and others that he will flight, according as they 


pleaſe 
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Pleaſe or difpleaſe his Humour, Me Word of Cad js; 


o 


that every one avoid, or ſeparate from him, that 
goes about to make a Separation. 3 

The Diſſenters, if they apply this, will be inclined to 
a little more Moderation, and Charity in the Cenſures that 
they paſs upon National Churches, for their Want of fa 
/evere a Diſcipline as they call for“. 


The moſt ridiculous Reaſon of all is the laſt; 


R EAS ON X. 22 : 
„We leave the Communion of the Church of 
* England, becauſe it hath often ſhewn a perſecuting 
Spirit in it, &c.” 5 E 
Now to ſay nothing as to the Inſufficiency of this 
as a Reaſon for Separation, it muſt be allowed to 
make very much for the Credit of the preſent Mem- 
bers of the Church of England, that even ſuch a 
Writer as the Reaſoner cannot find in his Heart to 
ſay, that they ſhew a perſecuting Spirit: This is a 
tacit Confeſſion, that there is not at preſent, ſo much 
as the leaſt Pretence for this Plea ; and as Perſecution 
hath ever been the darling Cry of the Diſſenters, 
when that is given up, it muſt be looked upon as 
the moſt prevailing Argument, that they have no 
more to complain of on that Head : So that if what 
he ſays, That the Church of England hath often ſhewn 
a perſecuting Spirit, had been never ſo true; this ſhews 
he had worked up all his Materials in his other nine 
Reaſons, and was miſerably put to it for another, 
when he made this the hath : For it is to the full as 
ridiculous to make this an Objection to us, as it 
would be for a Man to quarrel with me, becauſe my 
Father, had formerly, thraſhed him for his Unlucki- 
neſs, when he was a Boy. * | 
But if I was to demand of the Reaſoner the In- 
ſtances in which this perſecuting Spirit was ſhewn, I 
make no doubt but I ſhould have ſomething to offer, 


* Wall's Hiſtory of Infant _— 2d Edit. p. 455- 1. 
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if not ſufficient, fully to Af our Fore- fathers, yet 
ſurely, to abate much of this heavy Charge. 

It is the more ſurprizing to hear this Accufation 
brought againſt our Church, becauſe it immediately 
puts a Man upon recollecting what was the Behaviour 
of the Diſſenters, when they were in Power. Was I 
to look into the horrid Tranſactions of the laſt Cen- 
tury, I ſhould be furniſhed with Materials which 
would abundantly convince the moſt prejudiced Man, 
that neither of the two moſt prevailing Sects, (the 
Preſbyterians and Independents) ought in Prudence, to 
provoke wy Man to this : But I decline that Taſk, 
tho? an eaſy one, not only becauſe it is to me diſ- 
agreeable in itſelf, and I think, unfair in ſome Mea- 
ſure, to brand the preſent Generation with the Crimes 
of their Predeceſſors; but becauſe it would tend only 
towards the widening of our Breaches, inſtead of 
healing them : Let thoſe Things rather be buried in 
Oblivion; and I beſeech our Diſſenting Brethren, not 
ſo much to ſtudy, what they can find in Hiſtory, 
which had they been living then, they would have 
complained of; but rather to conſider, that they have 
nothing of this ſort to complain of now. 

We are now come to the End of the Ten Reaſons 
for diſſenting, and I hope the Reader is convinced 
they are far from being ſufficient to juſtify a Man for 
ſeparating himſelf from our Communion ; and con- 
fequently if he doth ſo, he is guilty of Schiſm : At 
the End of them, the Reaſoner again throws out a 
little more againſt our Ceremonies, and inſiſts, that 
indifferent Things ought to be left ſo, and not enjoined. 
In anſwer to which it would be ſufficient to fay, that 
if all indifferent Things in the Worſhip of God 
were not to be determined, but every Man was left 
to behave according to his own particular Fancy, 
that would deftroy all Order and Decency ; for every 
Man who knows what he means by thoſe Words, 
muſt perceive, that Order and Decency in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, conſiſts in the regular and proper ' Uſe 

of 


67 
of thoſe indifferent Things; And How can Things be 
done regularly, if they are done by no Rule? 

But further, if I can ſhew that indifferent Things, 
which relate to the Worſhip of God, may be lawfully 
enjoined, and that what is ſo enjoined may be law- 
fully complied with, then I hope the Reader will be 
thoroughly ſatisfied in this Point. 
la thoſe things which relate to our Practice, what- 
ſoever is commanded is Matter of Duty ; whatſoever 
is forbidden is Sin; and whatſoever is neither com- 
manded, nor forbidden, is neither Matter of Duty, 
nor is it ſinful, i. e. it is indifferent: This is the true 
Notion of an indifferent Thing. 3 

Now in the regular Performance of the publick 
Worſhip of Almighty God, in relation to theſe in- 
different Things, neither commanded, nor forbidden ; 
the five following Particulars are evident : 

1. Some certain Time muſt be fixed when Men 
are to meet. 

2, Some certain Place muſt be appointed to meet at. 

3. Some Order or Method muſt be agreed upon, 
ſuch as, when to pray, when to read the Scriptures, 
when to ſing Pſalms, when to Preach, Oc, or there 
can be no regularity. : 

4. The officiating Miniſter muſt have ſome Habit 
or other, 

5. Some Geſture, or Poſture or other is neceſſary, 
ſuch as Sitting, or Standing, or Kneeling, &c. 

And as it 1s very proper that theſe Things ſhould 
be ſettled and fixed, in order to the more regular 
Performance of the. publick Worſhip ; and as theſe 
Things are not particularly appointed by our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles in holy Writ; it is plain they are 
left to be determined by the lawful Governors of the 
Church, according to Chriſtian Prudence, and the 
general Rules which are given in Scripture : Thoſe 
general Rules the Apoſtle Paul gives us, 1 Cor. xiv. 
26. Let all Things be done to edifying 3 and v. 40. Lei 


pl Things be done decently and in order. In fixing 
12 therefore 
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therefore theſe particular indifferent Things, the Go- 
vernors of the Church are to have Regard to thoſe 
Rules, and no other; and if they appoint them in 
fach a manner as they judge will beſt tend to Edifi- 
cation, to Decency, and to Order; doubtleſs, as 
there is no other Rule, our Governors do right in ob- 
ſerving the Injunctions of the Apoſtles, and we do 
right in obeying the lawful Commands of our Su- 
periors. 3 
For, that indifferent Things in relation to the 
Worſhip of God, may lawfully be appointed ; and 
that it is lawful for us to comply with that Appoint- 
ment; will be further evident, from the known Prac- 
tice of the Fews, and from our Saviour his not only 
not condemning them for it, but actually conform- 
ing in ſuch Matters himſelf : I will give two Inſtances 
of this, which may be ſufficient, becauſe the Reaſon 
of the Thing holds the fame as to the three other of 
the five Particulars before mentioned. 
Ir muſt be allowed, the Worſhip of the Fews was 
very exactly commanded by Almighty God ; and 
therefore it might ſeem the leſs juſtifiable in them to 
add to, or aller thoſe Rules he gave them; than it 
can poſſibly be for our Church, (which hath not re- 
ceived any ſuch particular Directions from God,) to 
make Rules for itſelf. 

And yet the Feaſt of the Dedication was not ap- 
N by Almighty God, and was no more than a 

uman Ordinance of the Few:/h Church; nevertheleſs 
it is certain, our Saviour complied with the Jeu in 
the Obſervance of it; and was preſent in the Temple 
at that very Feaſt, as we read, In. x. 22, 23, From 
hence any Man may ſee, it is lawful to appoint Reli- 
gious Days, altho? they be not directed in the written 
Word & God; and that it is lawful to comply with 
the Obſervance of them when they are appointed; 
for this was actually done by the Jeroiſb Church, in 
the Caſe of the abovementioned, Feaſt : And every 

Man muſt grant, if there had been any thing 82 
| 1 * — 
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leaſt ſinful, either in the firſt Appointment, or in the 


Compliance with that Appointment afterwards, our 
Saviour would not have juſtified the Practice, by 
complying with it himſelf. | ; 

The other Inſtance I ſhall give, in relation to the 
Obſervance of theſe indifferent Things, ſhall be, the 
change of the Poſture in which the Primitive Fews eat 
the Paſſover. | 5 

According to the Command, Ex. xii. 11. They 


were to eat it with their Loins giri, their Shoes on their 


Feet, their Staff in their Hands, and in Haſte; and 
agreeably to this Command, for many Years they 
continued, as they firſt began, to eat it fanding. 

But after the Captivity they did not cat it handing, 
but in a diſcumbing Poſture, or lying along, as was 
mentioned, p. 41. a Poſture by no means ſuitable to 
the Words of the Commandment ; and in this like- 
wiſe our Lord complied : From whence it is eaſy to 
obſerve, that theſe indifferent Circumſtances may be 
altered and varied, and others lawfully uſed in their 
ſtead, as human Prudence ſhall direct; and thus the 
Governors of the Church may lawfully vary and alter 
our Rites and Ceremonies, as they ſhall judge them 
to tend moſt to Order, Decency, and Edification 3 
and when they are fixed by them, it cannot be un- 
iawful for us to comply with them, becauſe we have 
our Saviour's Example for it in a like Caſe. 

Indeed there is no one Church upon Earth, but 
what does, nor can there be one but what muſt, uſe 
ſome Things in a Religious Way, and which relate 
to the Worſhip of God, that are not directed by 
the Word of God; becauſe no particular Directions 
are given there. And if this be a Fault, (as it is 
plain it is not) thoſe People who talk moſt in this 
way, the Independents, are themſelves guilty of it : 
For what Reaſon have they for ſprinkling, or Affu- 
ſion of Water in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, more 
than from the Reaſon of the Thing, and the Prac- 
tice of the Church in cold Climates? Where * 
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they find a Command for the neceſſary Uſe of con- 
cerved Prayer? And that, that and no other ſhall be 
uſed in the Worſhip of God? What Command, or 
what Warrant in Scripture is there for a Church Co- 
venant as they call it? Did they receive this of the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ? What Command have they for 
the Poſture of /i/ting at the Lord's Supper, or what 
Example for it ? Unleſs they are ignorant of the 
common: Uſage of thoſe Times, and take Advantage 
of the ZEnglio Tranſlation, See p. 41. And if all 
Chriſtians are obliged to keep up the original Forms 
and Ceremonies, and to obſerve them and no other, 
Why do they not receive it late in the Evening? 
And in an Upper Chamber? And give it to Men 
only? All which are Circumſtances which were ob- 
ſerved at the firſt Inſtitution of it. I am tired with 
.obſerving theſe Things, and I could tire the Reader 
with abundance more to the fame purpoſe ; but this 
may be enough to ſhew him, that when our Adver- 
ſaries pretend it is unlawful for the Governors of the 
Church to appoint things not preſcribed in Scripture, 
and unlawful for Men to comply with ſuch Appoint- 
ments, it is plain they impoſe upon their Diſciples: 
For they themſelves do things in the Worſhip. of 
God, for which they have no Authority from Scrip- 
ture, and therefore, by their own Practice, do appa- 
rently contradict this falſe Pretence *. 

I muſt here add one Word in anſwer to a Text 
of Scripture, in which the Reaſoner ſays, We have 
dan expreſs Charge not to have any thing to do 
* with ſuch Things“ z. e. with human Ceremonies. 
A like Text he produced before, which I had Occa- 
ſion to obſerve, was nothing to his purpoſe z and it 
is as evident, that the Liberty which St. Paul directs 
the Galatians to ſtand faſt in, is the Chriſtian Liberty 
which they had, in Oppoſition to the Fewi/h Yoke of 
Bondage ; that vaſt Multitude of burthenſome Cere- 
- monies, which were ſo ſtrictly enjoined by the Law 


» See London Caſes of indifferent Things. 
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of Moſes e It was called Chriſtian Liberty, becauſe 
the Fews were by the coming of Chriſt, treed from 
thoſe irkſome Obſervances of the Law, and were re- 
inſtated in that Liberty which all Mankind had, be- 
fore it was reſtrained by Moſes. And that this, and 
this only was St. Paul's Meaning, will appear by ad- 
ding the two next Verſes, to what this Man hath 
injudiciouſly picked out: Gal. v. 1, 2. 3. Stand faſt 
therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
free, and be not intangled again with the Yoke of Bon- 
dage: Behold, I Paul, ſay unto you, that if ye be cir- 
cumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing ; for I teſtify 

ain to every Man that is circumciſed, that be is a 
Debtor to do the whole Law. What can be plainer, 
than that the Apoſtle is arguing againſt Circumci- 
ſion, and the Obſervance of the Ceremonial Law, 
which Things were aboliſhed by the Coming of 
Chriſt ? And what Relation can this poſſibly have to 
the Appointment of ſuch human Ceremonies as are 
enjoined by our Superiors, in Obedience to the Apo- 
ſtles Command, of having the Worſhip of God per- 
formed with Decency and Order ? | 

He again attacks our Ceremonies in the fourth of 
his ſix curious Reaſons, Why Diſſenters are not, nor can 
be guilty of Schiſm, &c, Where he produces twoQuo- 
tations (as he ſays) from Biſhop S::/l;ngfleet*s Irenicum. 

Concerning which I muſt obſerve, that in the firſt 
of them the Biſhop only faith, what St. Paul ex- 
preſſes otherwiſe, Rom. xiv. 14, where he ſays, there 
is nothing unclean of itſelf ; but to him that eſteemeth 
any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean : And as 
to the d, that theſe are not the Words of Bi- 
ſhop S:illingfleet ; but if they were, it is very unfair 
to produce them as ſuch, becauſe the Biſhop hath 
apologized for that Book, by ſaying, that it was 


written when he was very young ; and in the Preface 


to his Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, he effeCtually 
prevents an ingenuous Man from making Uſe of any 
Expreſſion in that Book, in Defence of the Separa- 

dion. 
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tion. As to the Reaſoner's Remarks upon the forged.» 
Words of Biſhop S:i/lingfleet, they contain ſome of 
the vileſt Slander that I have ſeen : For it is not ſo 
much as pretended, that there is any Holineſs in our 
Garments, and there is no Direction in our Liturgy, - 
for the officiating Miniſter to turn with his Face 
either to the Eaſt or Weſt, as a Kebla, or Point of 
Wor ſhip. | * f ? 

And as to his ridiculous and trifling Diſtinction 
between Praying and Singing, I would only aſk the 
Man this Queſtion : Whether when he ſings the 
51ſt P/alm in Metre, he afks Mercy of God, or gives 
him Thanks for it ? | | "TR 

Now if any Perſon who hath been deceived and 
miſguided by the Plain Reaſons, ſhall aſter cool Re- 
flection upon what hath been ſaid, be perſwaded 
that he hath not a juſt Reaſon for Separating from - 
our Communion ; let him be aſſured, if he continueth 
to ſeparate from us, his Separation is ſinful, and he 
muſt one Day anſwer for the Crime; the Act of 
Toleration, or any thing therein contained notwith- 
ſtanding. 

For if Schiſm be a Sin by the Law of God; not 
all the human Laws upon Eatth can make that no 
Sin, which God hath made ſo : And all the Inten- 
tion of the Act, commonly called the Act of Tolera- 
tion, (for the Word Toleration is not in it) is to re- 
lieve Diſſenters from ſome Temporal Puniſhments, 
which by ſome other Acts of Parliament they were 
before ſubject to; but as to the Sinfulneſs of the 
Separation, it did not pretend to meddle with that; 
and it would have been highly ridiculous (I might 
call it worſe) if it had; it is not a Temporal Judg- 
ment Scat, but the other; the great Tribunal in the 
next World, before which we ſhall be judged, for 
this, amongſt other Sins, ſo declared in God's holy 
Word : And he muſt be unworthy the Name of a 
Chriſtian, who can think an Act of Parliament can 
exempt him from the Sentence of that: By this the 
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Reaſoner ſhews his great Skill in Divinity; as he doth 
further in the next Page, where he hath the Sagacity 
to diſcover, that the preſent Corruptions of the 
Church of Rome are as old as the Apoſtles Time; 
from its being ſaid; 2 Thefſ. ii. 7. The My ftery of Ini- 
gquity doth already work, 

But I will forbear, and not be tempted to follow 
this Author any further; 3 ſince, as I faid, every thing 
material in his third Part hath already been conſi- 
dered, and this little Piece is already fwelled to a 
larger Size, than I at firſt intended it ſhould. 

There is abundance. of ill Language thrown out 
upon. the Clergy in the few Pages that are left, and 5 
ſuch Language they muſt ever - expect from ſuch a 
Writer: It has been well ſaid, that the Clergy would | 
want one of the Badges of Honour belonging to 
their Office, were they not thus reproachfully uſed : 
It is Part of the State which belongs to the true Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel; to be followed by ſome, who 
by their virulent Speeches are ſo far their Friends, as 
to free them from the Curſe which our Saviour pro- 
nounceth, Wo be unto you when all Men ſpeak well of 
you: Stillingfleet. 5 ä K 

Finally, I entreat the Reader, if he be a Diſſenter, | 
or is the leaſt inclined to ſeparate from the Chutch 
of England; attentively to read, and deliberately to 
na what I ſhall now ſay to him in few Words, 
concerning the Nature and Sinfulneſs of Schiſm; and 
that I may be the better underſtood; and the thing 
ſet in a hs Method; I will prove theſe four Things: 

1. That the Chriſtian Church, or the Church of 
Chriſt, throughout -the World; is but one Society 
or one Body, of which Jeſus Chrift is the Head. 

2. That every one who is a Member of that one 
Society, the Chriſtian Church, is made fo b 8 

3. That every Member of that one Society, is 
pound to do all he can to preſerve the Peace and 
Unity of it. And therefore 
p | 175 K 4 . That ? 
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4. That it is very ſinful to make Diviſions in it, 
and to break the Peace of it. 

And in doing this, I will not follow the Example 
of the Plain Reaſoner; I will not bring Texts of Scrip- 
ture quite foreign to the Matter I am upon; nor 
will I torture and pervert the Meaning of thoſe I do 
bring; nor will I taxe Advantage of the Sound of a 
Word, or the accidental Uſe of it in the Enghfb 
Tranſlation ; nor pick out a Scrap of a Sentence 
which ſhall ſpeak differently from the whole of it : 
But I will ſhew you all this! by clear and plain Texts 
of Scripture, eaſy to be underſtood, and ſuch as every 
unlearned Reader may ſee, by turning to his Bible, 
have not another Meaning there different from that 
which I here give them; but that they do really re- 
hte to the very Thing which I produce them - for ; 
fo that your own Eyes, and your own Reaſon may 
convince you, that what £ ſay is Truth, 

Firſt, I am to prove, that the Chriſtian Church, 
or the Church of Chriſt, throughout the World, is 
but one Society, or one Body, of which Jeſus Cb 
is the Head. 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſaid to one of his Apoſtles, 
Matt. xvi. 18. Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I 
will build my Church; accordingly when the Holy 
Ghoſt came down upon the Apoſtles at Feruſalem, 
the ſame Apoſtle N reached unto the People, 
and the ſame 2 were aal to the Number f Cbriſti- 
an: Fats (which we were told before, As i. 15: were 
about a Hundred and Twenty) about three thouſand Souls, 
As 11. 41. and v. 47. The Lord added to the Church 
daily ſuch as fhould be ſaved. At another Sermon of 
the ſame Apoſtle Peter's, five thouſand more believes, 
As iv. 4. And after this we read, Als vi. 7. The 
Number of Diſciples multiplied greatly in Jeruſalem ; 
and all theſe Multitudes are called, A#s viii. 1. The 
Church which was at Jeruſalem ; and As V. 11. it 
is ſaid, Fear came on all the Church. After this the 


Apolthg: diſperſed themſelves, and converted great 
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Multitudes, in the Region round about, and in many 
Places far diſtant from Feruſalem ; and tho? the Num- 
ber of Chriſtians in every great City was, for Di- 
ſtinction fake, called the Church of that City; (and 
ſo we read of the Church of Antioch, the Church of 
Epheſus, the Church of Laodicea, &c.) yet every 
new Believer was only added to the former Original 
Church at Feriſalem, and all thoſe particular Churches 
were efteemed Members of the one ſame Spiritual 
Society, the Church of Chriſt ; and were united toge- 
ther by ſome Bands of Union common to them all; 
and were all conſidered only as ſo many different 
Parts or Members of the ſame Body; as you may 
plainly perceive by theſe Texts following. 

It is ſaid of St. Paul, nay, he ſays it of himſelf, 
1 Cor. xv. 9. and Gal. i. 13. That be perſecuted the 
Church of God, i. e. all Chriſtians in every Place with- 
out Diſtinction, wherever he found them; ſee his 
Hiſtory in the Acts of the Apoſtles. x Cor. xi, 28. 
he fays, God hath ſet ſome in the Church, 1. Apoſtles, 
2. Teachers, &c. and Eph. iii. 10, To the Intent that 
the manifold Wiſdom of God might be known in the 
Cbrrch, and v. 21. wnto bim [God] be Glory in the 
Church by Chriſt Jeſus. 

And Fefus Chrift is called the Head of this one 
Society, in the Texts following: Eph. i. 22, 23. 
And gave him ¶ Jeſus Chriſt} to be the Head over all 
Things, to the Church which is his Body. Eph. v. 23, 
Chriſt is the Head of the Church. Col. i. 18. And be 
is the Head of the Body the Church; and v. 24. for 
bis Boch's ſake, which is the Church, whereof I am 
made a Miniſter, I give you but a few Texts out of 
a great many more which I could produce, but J 
muſt add one more, Eph, ii. 19, 20, 21. where 
ſpeaking of thoſe who are Members of the Church, 
the Apoſtle ſays, They are Fellow-Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the Houſhold of God, and are built upon the 
Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, . Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf being the Chief Corner Stone, in whom all the 
_ K 2 Building 
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Building fitly framed together, groweth unto a Holy 
Temple in the Lord, Here you ſee the Apoſtle Pau! 
very fitly likeneth the Church of Chriſt, the Body of 
Chriſtians, to a great Building: (perhaps in Alluſion 


to thoſe Words of our Lord to Peter, Matt. xvi. 18.) 


And you know a great Building conſiſts of ſeveral 
Apartments and Rooms, and every one of thoſe 
Rooms is compoſed of ſeveral Stones, but are all 
built and framed upon one Foundation; and fo the 
Chriſtian Church conſiſts of all particular Churches, 
and each of thoſe of ſo many Chriſtians, but all to- 
gether make but one Society, or one Building, 
founded upon that grand Foundation, han which no 
Man can lay any other, Jeſus Chriſt. 

And as all Chriſtians compoſe one Church, as ha- 
ving one Lord, fo they may be conſidered as one 
Society, inaſmuch as they profeſs the ſame Faith; 
Eph. iv. g. and are Partakers of the ſame Sacraments z 
for ſo the Apoſtle argues for Unity, There is but one 
Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm : And as to the other Sa- 
crament we all eat and drink of it, and thereby our 
Union appears as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. x. 
17. We being many are one Bread and one Body; "tad 
we are all Partakers of that one Bread. And thus 
Millions and Millions of Perſons, and Churches, 
howſoever diſtinguiſhed by Time or Place, are all to 
be conſidered as one Society, and one Church, and 
do agree with the Deſcription of the firſt Church at 
Feruſalem : I mean, ſo long as they continue fteadfaſtly 
in the Apoſtle's Doctrine, and in Fellowſhip, and in break- 
ing of Bread, and in Prayer. 

From theſe plain Texts of Scripture thus laid to- 
gether, any Man of common Senſe may perceive, 
that the Notion advanced by the Reaſoner, viz. 
« That each Church muſt conſiſt of no more Mem- 
bers than can meet together to Worſhip God in 
* one Place,” is quite different from the Scriptural 
Notion of the Church, nay, is directly oppoſite to it. 
And ns the Chriſtian Church at large is in this man- 

| Tx. ner 


[ 77 ] 


ner compoſed of all the Chriſtian Churches through- 
out the World, all which are joined together and 
united by thoſe common Bands of Union before- 
mentioned, in which they all agree; ſo no particular 
Church is to be conſidered as diſtin& from the Church 
of Chriſt in general, any otherwiſe than as it is diſ- 
tinguiſhed by its Government under one particular 
Head, or Biſhop : It is in this ſenſe that we ſpeak of 
the Church of London, the Church of Rocheſter, the 
Church of Norwich, &c. and each of theſe may if 
you pleaſe be called Parts of the Church of Canterbury, 
becauſe each of the Biſhops of thoſe Churches, are 
in ſome particulars ſubject to the Biſhop of Canter- 
bury as their Metropolitan. F 

Now as the Church of Canterbury may be ſaid to 
conſiſt of every particular Dioceſe under the Juriſdic- 
tion of the Archbiſhop, ſo every one of thoſe Divi- 
ſions conſiſts of all the particular Pariſhes under the 
Juriſdiction of their reſpective Biſhops ; and if any 
Perſon is admitted a Member of the Church in any 
one Part of it, he thereby becomes related to the 
whole ; and 1s to be conſidered, firſt, as a Member of 
the Pariſh in which he lives, then of the Dioceſe in 
which that Pariſh is, c. and ſo of the Chriſtian 
Church in general, or the Catholick Church : This 
leads me naturally to the ſecond Thing, namely, 

2. To ſhew you, that every one who 15 a Member 
of that one Society, the Chriſtian Church, is made 10 
by Baptiſm. x 

And as one or two plain Texts are as good or bet- 
ter than five hundred which are leſs pertinent, I will 
give you only theſe : 1 Cor. xii. 12, 13. For as the 
Body is one and hath many Members, and all the Mem- 
bers of that one Body, being many, are one Body, ſo alſo 
is Chriſt : For by one Spirit due are all baptized into one 
Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free. The grand Commiſſion given to the 
Apoſtles, Matt. xxviii. 19. was, 10 make Diſciples of 
ai Nations by baptizing them ; and agreeably 2 = 

t. 
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St. Paul declares, Gal. in. 27. As many as have been 
bap!i2'd into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt ; there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is 
neither Male nor Female, for ye are all one in Chriſt 
Jeſus. All which Places do plamly ſhew, that the 
Inſtrament whereby we are made Members of the 
Chriſtian Church, 1s im. 55 / 

Thirdly then, I am to produce ſome plain Texts 
of Scripture, in which it will appear, that every 
Member of the Chriſtian Church, that one Society 
into which he was admitted at Baptiſm, is bound to 
do all he can to preſerve the Peace and Unity of it. 

Oar Lord himſelf commanded his Diſctples, Mart 
is. 50. To have Peace one with" another, St. Paul ſays, 
Thejjal. 1 Ep. v. 13. Be at Peace among ynurſebves ; 
and 2 Cor. xni. r. Be of one Mini, live in Peace, and 
the God of Peare ſhall be with you. Eph; iv. 3. He 
bids' tnem keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 
of Peace. And I beg you would obſerve with what 
Lenderneſs and Concern the Apoſtle applieth to the 
Philippians, c. ii. 1, 2. If there be any Conſolation in 
C-rift, if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the 
Shirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye my Foy, that 


ve be likeminded, being of one accord, and of one Mind. 


1. E. as we ſay, unanimous, 

Now if any Perſon withdraws from the Commu- 
nion and publiek Service of the Church, and ſets up 
another Method of Worſhip, and joins himſelf to 
other Societies under another Government, and in 
Oppoſition: to that in which he liveth, how can he 
be ſaid to have regard to the Apoſtles Directions? 
On the contrary, be aſſured, that if any Perſon doth 
ſo, upon any other Account than this; namely, be- 
cauſe the Church from which he ſeparates requireth 
ſomething fnful, as a Condition of her Communion ; 
then ſuch Separation is ſinful, it is cauſeleſs, and he 
who ſo ſeparates is guilty of Schiſm; and you will 
allow he cannot be well guilty of a greater Sin, if 
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believe the Scriptures, and ſeriouſly conſider thoſe 
aſſages which follow, in which I will ſhew 

Foarthly That it is very ſinful] to make Diviſions 
in the Church, and thereby to break. the Peace of it. 

The Sinfulneſs of this Practice might be gathered 
from man yTexts which have been alrcady — ; 
and will eaſily No? of theſe Commands, ; thatit is adiret 
Tranſgreſſion I Pet. iii. 8. Be ye 
all of one Adind; and 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Be of one Mind 
Live in Peace: St, Paul mentions the Diviſions of 
the Corinthians, as a Proof of their being Carnal, 
x Cor. iii. 3. For whereas there is among you Envying, 
Sirife, and Diviſions, are ye not Carnal ? And 1 Cor. 
X11, he argues from our being one Body, one Society 
of which Feſus Chriſt is the Head, we ſhould con- 
ſider ourſelves as Fellow-members, and that there 
ſhould be no Schiſm, or Diviſions in the Body. | 

And, I beſeech you to obſerve, amongſt what foul 
Crimes he ranks, Variance, Seditions, and Hereſies, 
Gal. v. 19, 20,21, The Works of the Fleſh are manifeſt, 
which are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, La, 
civiouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, E- 
mulations, . — Strife, Seditions, Hergſies, Envying, 
Murders, Drumnkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like; of all 
which he declares. that they who da ſuch things ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God. 

And Rom. xvi. 17. he ſays, I beſeech you Brethern, 
mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary 
to the Doctrine which you have learned, and avoid them x 
for they that are ſuch, * Abs into Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
but their own Belly; and by good Words and fair 
Speeches, deceive the Hearts of the Simple. 

From what has been ſaid, I think, two things are 
evident, 

Fin, If in Matters required of us not ſinful, we 
do not obey our Superiors when lawfully command- 
ed, by diſobeying thoſe human Laws, we likewiſe 
ditobey the Law of God. So that the Reaſoner, p. 23. 
need not have thought it ſtrange it ſhould be ſo dan» 
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gerous to break the Laws of Man; ſince by breaking 
ſuch human Laws, he breaketh the Laws 95 God. 

Secondly, It is evident that in a Religious View, to 
talk of a peaceable Separation, is to talk direct Non- 
ſenſe, it is a Contradiction in Terms: For how can 
there be Peace in any Society where continual Diſ- 
putes are carrying on, and Animoſities are perpetually 
tomented by reaſon of the Separation? The Peace 
of the Church of Chriſt, muſt conſiſt in the mutual 
Harmony and Agreement which ſhould be among all 
its Members; and ſo long as all the Members of 
any Church walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the 
ſame Thing; ſo long as they all obſerve the ſame 
Laws, and ſubmit to the ſame Diſciplines ſo long is the 
Peace of that Society preſerved : But it one faith I 
am of Paul, and another I am of Apollos, and a third 
Jam of Cephas, and ſo on; if there be Diſſentions, 
Diſagreements, and Diviſions in it, ſurely, altho' there 
be no body kilPd, yet the Peace of that Church is 
broken. If I know the meaning of it, the Engliſh 
of the Word Diſſention, is Diſagreement : And what 
Notion can we have of the Peace of any Body of 
Men, where the Members who compoſe it do pro- 
feſſedly diſagree ? The Apoſtle James ſays, c. iii. 16. 
Mere Strife is, there is Confuſion, and how can it 
poſſibly be otherwiſe ? It is ſaid too, that the ten- 
der Mercies of the wicked are cruel, in like manner, 
when I hear a Diſſenter ſpeak of the Peaceableneſs 
of his Separation in a Religious View, I cannot for- 
bear thinking the Peace of the Diſſenters is contrary 
to that of all other Men, it is deadly and deſtruc- 
tive; when a Church is divided in elf it can no 
more ſtand, than a Houſe or a Kingdom can; the 
Reaſon of which proverbial Maxim 1s founded upon: 
this, That in every Society which is formed and 
compacted by mutual Agreement, the leaſt Diſſen- 
tion or Diſagreement in that Society, doth certainly 
and naturally tend towards the Ruin and Diſſolution 


of it, 
Therefore 
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Therefore when you are told that your withdraw- 
ing yourſelves from our Communion, and joining 
yourſelves to other Societies, ſet up in Oppoſition to 
the Church of England, is a peaceable Separation, 
you are impoſed upon, and are deceived by a falla- 
eious Uſe of the Word Peaceable; for you muſt be 
ſenſible, that to ſeparate from a Society, and to ſet 
up another againſt it, muſt be the moſt effectual 
way of deſtroying its Peace: The Diſſenters Separa- 
tion can in no Senſe be called peaceable, except it be 
in a civil one, 1. e. becauſe there is no Blood ſpilt, 
and no Bones broken. W 

To conclude all, I beſeech you to conſider with 
yourſelf calmly what I have repreſented to you in 
this ſhort Piece; read over the Reaſons for Diſſent- 
ing once more, and examine them one by one, with 
what is here ſaid in Anſwer to them: At the End 
of every one, lay your Hand upon your Heart, and 
aſk your own Conſcience ſeriouſly, whether you do 
really think hat one to be a ſufficient Reaſon for your 
withdrawing yourſelf from our Communion ? And 
if your Conſcience ſhall anſwer you, that it is not, 
then be aſſured, that Ten or a Hundred bad and 
trifling Reaſons cannot poſſibly make one good one : 
And if you have no good Reaſon for it, then conſi- 
der how dreadful a Thing it is to fall under the Sen- 
tence which St. Paul pronounces againſt thoſe who 
cauſe Diviſions, Rom. xvi. 17. to be avoided, or ex- 
communicated from the Society of all good Men; 
and againſt thoſe who are guilty of Variance, Strife, 
Seditions, Hereſies, Murder, Sc. Gal. v. 19. 20, 21. 
That they which do ſuch Things ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God. = | 

The Reaſoner in another Piece of his (for I have 
had Patience to read ſome of it) directs his Congre- 
gation to diſtinguiſh between the Subſtantials and 
Circumſtantials of Religion; and I am glad I can 
agree with him in one thing : Certainly every Man 
ſhould make that Diſtinction who can, but the Rec- 

| L ſoner 


[82] 
ſer was not aware of the Conſequence of it, for if 
his Congregation was to take him at his Word, and 
follow his Advice, he muſt ſhut up his Meeting, or 
talk to the Walls: Was Religion a little better un- 
derſtood, the Diſputes concerning it would not be ſo 
many; Men would not ſtumble at Trifles, and 


quarrel] about indifferent Matters, but rather follow 


after the Things which make for Peace : A modeſt 
and good Man would not be ſo tenacious of his own 
private Opinion, but in Matters of ſmall Moment, 
would rather give in to the general Senſe of the 
Church in which he lives, eſpecially if he underſtands 
the 14th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Romans: And 
T pray God we may all be convinced of this plain 
Truth, which is too little attended to and conſidered, 
namely, That the Kingdom of God is not Meat and 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


THE Twenty Third Edition of the Plain 

Reaſons did not come to my Hands, till I 
had finiſhed what I thought proper to fay 
to them, as they appeared in the Twenty Second. I 
have ſince found, by comparing thoſe two Editions, 
that there are a few Alterations and Additions made 
in the laſt, and tho? they are not very conſiderable, 
I ſhall here give an Account of them. 8 

Page 10. Inſtead of above an hundred and fifty Days, 
he ſays, a great many Days. This Alteration ſeems 
to diſcover a Conſciouſneſs that his former Charge of 
_ an hundred and fifty Days was ſtretched a little 
too far. 

Page 17. In the third Objection to us upon Ac- 
count of the Lord's Supper, - complains, that Per- 
. ſons are allowed to come to that Holy Ordinance not 
for the Profit of their Souls, which the Reader will 
perceive is abſolutely falſe; for in the Exhortation 
mentioned, p.45. we always ſet before our Communi- 
cants the great Danger of unworthy receiving, and we 
always inſiſt upon the Qualifications mentioned, p. 13. 
and if any Perſon comes without thoſe Qualifications, 
it is at his own Peril, and He muſt anſwer for it, not 
Ie, who cannot determine with any certainty, and 
therefore ought not to make ourſelves the Arbitrary 
Judges of another Man's 1 

Page 18. Inſtead of, which is all that they aſk of their 
Communicants, Edition Twenty- third ſays, which is 
all that ſome aſk, Sc. But this is as falſe as the other 
Aſſertion; for I have proved that we Al aſk much 
more of our Communicants : However, this is a 
tacit Confeſſion, that his former general Charge was 
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Page 20. He adds, Jrenæus who lived in the Second 
Century, calls their Biſhopricks Pariſhes ; and ſo they 
725 called many hundred Times in Euſebius's Church 

ory. 

Who told him this I know not ; certain it is, he 
has rcad neither of them : If he had read Trenæus he 
could not have ſaid what he did before of him; and 
he who can affirm, that Juſtin Martyr, Pohyearp, Ire- 
neus, and Cyprian, wrote about Athanaſius, cannot 
have read Euſebius's, or indeed any other Hiſtory 
which relates the Affairs of the Church in thoſe 
Times. But I do not think he had it from the ſame 
Perſon who ſupplied him with the other Informa- 
tions about the Primitive Church, becauſe Part of it 
at leaſt happens to be true: I will agree with him, 
that Euſebius doth call them Pariſhes ſeveral Times, 
but tho? this is what may impoſe upon an unwary 
Engliſh Reader, it will do his Cauſe no Service, when 
it is properly conſidered. I readily grant that a Bi- 
ſhop's Dioceſe, was frequently called his Pariſh, for 
the firſt three or four hundred Years, But that 
Word did not then ſignify the Houſes or Fields near 
a Church, but the Towns and Villages in the neigh- 
bourhood of a City ; which Towns and Villages, to- 
gether with the City itſelf, contained the Bounds of 
the Biſhop's ordinary Juriſdiction, and were all toge- 
ther called his Pariſh, or as we now call it his Di- 
oceſe *. And thus, if the Reafoner pleaſes, (for 1 
would not diſpute about Words) he may call the 
Counties of Norfolk and S»ffolk, and Part of the 
County of Cambridge, with the City and County of 
Nerwich, the Pariſh of the Biſhop of Nortvieb. 

That the Word really had this Senſe at the Time 
I am ſpeaking of, may be evident from hence: That 
the largeſt Dioceſes of all, ſuch as Rome, and Antzoch. 
nay, and Alexandria, were called P. ariſhes, and that 
by the very Writer he mentions ; if he had ever caſt 
his Eyes on Euſebiuss e he would have ſcen 
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in the very firſt Page of him, that he there propoſes 
to give an Account of the Biſhops in the moſt fa- 
mous Pariſhes : And we cannot miſtake his Means 
ing here, becauſe we ſee in the Proſecution of this 
Work, he gives us the Succeſſion of the Biſhops in 
the Dioceſes of Rome, and Antioch, and Alexandria *. 
J have already ſhewed from Mr. Bingham, that the 
Dioceſe of Alexandria, at the Time of Al:xanver and 
Athanaſius, was of large Extent, (ſee p. 53.) there 
were a great many Churches in the City itſelf, in 
each of which there was a Preſbyter, and yet all that 
large Dioceſe was called by Alexander the Biſhop of 
it, his Pariſo F. And St. Auſtin, in his Letter to a 
Biſhop of Rome tells him the Town of Fuſſala was 
forty Miles diſtant from Hippo; but that the Town 
and the Country about it did belong to the Pariſh of the 
Church of Hippo ||. The Truth is, the Words 
Pariſh and Dioceſe were anciently uſed promiſcuouſly 
to ſignify the ſame Thing, The Diſtrict over which 
a Biſhop did exerciſe Juriſdiction; as I could ſhew 
from many other Inſtances if it was neceſſary: Bat 
from what has been now ſaid, nothing can be plainer, 


* See Euſeb. I. 1. c. 1. and l. 3. c. 21. and ſeveral other Places 
in that Hiſtory ; the Rea ſoner ſays Euſebius calls Biſhopricks Pa- 
riſhes many hundred Times, but I ſuppoſe the Perſon that informed 
him, might be led into that by his Ignorance of the Latin, in 
Valefius's Note upon the Paſſage referr'd to in the firſt Page of 
Eujebius : Valefius there obſerves, that ſometimes the Word Pa- 
rochia is taken in a larger Senſe, for a whole Dioceſe, ut apud 
Euſebium ſexcentis in Locis occurrit, which he /-arnedly tranſlated, 
many hundred Times, not \:nowing what almoſt any School Boy 
could have told him, that according to the Latin Idiom, when it is 
ſaid a Word occurs in iir hundred Places it doth not mean that 
the Word is really to be found exactly ſo many Times, but an in- 
determined Number, that is as we ſay a Thouſand Times, or a 
great many Times. 

+ See his Letter in Socrates's Hiſtory, I. 1. c. 6. 

|| Fuſſala dicitur Hipponenſi Territorio confine Caſtellum, an- 
tea ibi nunquam Epiſcopus fuit, ſed ſimul cum contigua ſub re- 
gione ad Paræciam Hipponenſis Eceleſiæ pertinebat. -— Sed ab 
Hippone memoratum Caſtellum millibus quadraginta ſejungitur. 

; Auguſtine's Ep. 262. ad Cæleſtinum. £Eait. Lugd. 
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than that the calling of a Dioceſe by the Name of 4 
Pariſh, doth by no means confine it to a ſingle Con- 
gregation, as the Reaſoner would falſely inſinuate. 

He adds further, And Juſtin Martyr, who liv'd 
c in the ſame Century” i. e. with Trenæus, but not 
with Eugſebius, (I bope) faith, on the Lord's Day 
« all the Church aſſembled in one Place, where the 
4 Biſhop preaches, for where the Paſtor is, there 
„ the Flock muſt be.“ 

It muſt be granted, that I had need be endued 
with a moderate Share of Patience to go through 
with what I have undertaken, as the Reader will per- 
ccive from this Quotation: It is one which the Rea- 
ſoner ſcems to be extremely pleaſed with, for he 
quotes it no Jeſs than three ſeveral Times, in this 
little Pamphlet, p. 6. 20. and 37 *. 

Bat if upon Examination it appears, 1. That this 
Writer has joined together two Pieces of Sentences 
from two different Authors, and put them off, ſo 
joined together as the Words of one of them: and 
2. That he miſrepreſents the Senie and the Words 
of both of them: Then I think it will be pretty 
clear, that this Q1otation can do no Service to the 
Cauſe which it 1s brought to ſupport, and that the 
Reaſoner muſt lie under a ſtrong Imputation, either 
of a want of Knowledge, or a want of Honeſty for 
thus producing it. 

1. That this Writer has joined together two Pieces 
of Sentences from two different Authors, and put 
them off, fo joined together, as the Words of one of 
them, will be proved by a Blunder of his own. 

Indeed I ſhould not have known what to have 
made of the Paſſage as it ſtands in the Plain Reaſons, 
if he had not betrayed himſelf, p. 37. where he 


* But leaſt the Reader ſhoald think it the ſame, the laſt Time 
he quotes it, he puts P. Mar. inſtcad of J. Dar. That this is 
no Miſtake of the Printers, but is done with Deſign, appears 
from hence, that it ſtands ſo in all the Editions I have ſeen, 
vi. the 19th, the 22d, and 23d. 
quotes 
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quotes P. May. Apol. for the firſt Part of the Sen- 
tence, and Epiſt. ad Philadelph, for the latter Part of 
it; and if it had been ſo, it would have been a 
ſtrange and unjuſtifiable way of repreſenting the 
Words of an Author, to take two different Sentences 
from two different Books of his, and to give them 
his Reader as one and the ſame Sentence : But the 
Caſe is far worſe, for it happens (unluckily for our 
Reafoner) that Juſtin wrote no Epiſtle to the Phila« 
delphians, it was another Man, one Ignatius the Bi- 
ſhop of Antioch, who hath left us an Epiſtle which 
he wrote to them; and in that, there are ſome. 
Words a little like theſe which the Reaſoner gives 
us ; that is, they look a little like them in Shape, 
but as I will ſhew preſently are very diffcrent in 
Mcaning. Now to take a Scrap of a Sentence from 
Ignatius, and join it to a Piece of a Sentence of Juſ- 
tin's, and to put the whole off for his, is ſo great a 
Crime in Writing, that I want a Name for it. 

But what will make the Thing ſtill blacker (if poſ- 
| ſible) is that which I am now to ſhew, v2. 

2. That he has miſrepreſented the Senſe of both 
theſe Authors, that this may be the clearer I will 
firſt conſider the Words of Juſtin Martyr, and then 
thoſe of Ignatius. 

Fuſtin ſays, On the Day called Sunday, all throughout 
Cities and Countries aſſemble together, and the Writings of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets are read; after that, when 
the Reader has done, he who prefides [in the Aſſembly] in 
a Sermon, inſtrufts and exhorts the People, &c. * 

The Queſtion here is whether he truly repreſents 
the Senſe of this Paſſage or I, and the firſt Diffe- 
rence is as to thoſe Words, whether they ſignify their 
meeting in one Place, or only in General their meeting 


® 138 Ag ey pn ẽ'2e d- 17, THAH; 3 ayes; parlylwn ins T6 
cu 19 TwASOKG ir, rd Mnuyn.o d wala TH nf; au —arc- 
Y, . Eire, mavonps & arzyiruoxor@», ef 01% Ays 
* „bel x) Togxarow * x: Agr TETHYY pityorws otter. Jult. 
Mart, Apol. I. Edit. Thirl. p. 97. 
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together, tho? in different Places, and in different 
Companies: Juſt as we might ſay, the Members of 
the Church of England whether they reſide in Cities 
or Villages, meet together every Sunday for the 
Wor ſhip of God. f 

Here I muſt obſerve, that this Phraſe doth not of 
itſelf ſignify in one Place, and ſhould not be ſo ren- 
dered; except the Senſe of the Author doth neceſſa- 
rily confine its meaning: In many Places which I 
could produce it cannot have that Senſe, and there 
are ſeveral ſuch Inſtances in Scripture, of which any 
Man may judge. Ad, ii. 24. All that believed were 
together, Upon which Lightfoot obſerves, this Phraſe 
is uſed in a different Senſe, by the LXX Inter- 
preters, and ſometimes betokeneth Mens knitting 
together, though in ſeveral Companies: And in this 
Senſe 1s the Word to be underſtood in this Story : 
For ſays he, 2t is paſt all Imagination or conceiving, that 
all thoſe thouſands of Believers that were now in Jeru- 
ſalem, Gould keep all of one Company and Knot : For 


Tohat Houſe would bold them ? But they kept in ſeveral 


Companies, according as their Languages, Nations, or 
other References aid knit them together. Aud this joining 
together, becauſe it was apart from thoſe that believed 
not; and becauje it was in the ſame Profeſſion an 
Praftice of the Duties of Religion, therefore it is ſaid 
to be in} vd wr tho* it were in ſeveral Companies and 
Congregations *., | 

Pſalm xlix. 1, 2. Give ear, all ye Inhabitants of the 
World; both low and high, rich and poor together. 

Even the Reaſoner cannot ſuppoſe all the Inhabi- 

tants of the World in one Place. | 

It is tranſlated the fame, Ads iii. 1. Peter and 
John went up together into the Temple; ſo again, Acts 
iv. 26. The Kings of the Earth ſtood up, and the Rulers 
zvere gathered together. But Herod and Pontius Pi- 
late, with the Gentiles and the People of JT/rae! 
[ſee v. 27] were not gathered together in one Place. 


See Lightfoot upon the Place. | 4 
all 
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It appears then that theſe Words do not always 
ſignify in one Place: In theſe Places jt is plain they 
cannat : And it is as plain they cannot in that Paſſage 
of Fuſtin's, which I am conſidering : For how can 
it be conceived that all Chriſtians, throughout Cities 
and Countries, ſhould aſſemble in one Place“? And, 
by the Way, I muſt here obſerve, that they do not 
neceſſarily ſignify in one Place, even in 1 Cor. xi. 20, 

The next Difference is as to the Word T2g:54; whe- 
ther it muſt neceſſarily be tranſlated B.ſhop. 

Fuſtin, in that Apology, is giving the Roman Em- 
peror and Senate, and all the Heatbeus, a general 
Account of the Chriſtian Faith and Practice ; and 
among other Things, he gives a general Account,of 
their Worſhip : And as he is ſpeaking to Heathens, 
who were not acquainted with the different Orders 
of B. ſhops and Prieſts, he here uſes neither of thoſe 
Words, but a general one which may be applied to 
either of them; and ſays, the Sermon was ſpoken by 
him who preſided in the Aſſembly . 

I allow that among the Ancient Writers, by this 
Word they frequently and commonly do mean the 
Biſhop : But yet I preſume it is not neceſſary that 
they akvays ſhould : For tho? in the Primitive Church 
the Biſhop always preached when he was preſent, 
and for fome time it was unuſual for a Prieſt to preach 
before a B:rſhop; yet in the Abſence of the Biſhop, 
a Prieſt preſided in the Congregation, and then He 
l agreeably to Js Account. But if Juſtin 

ſaid ſtrictly, that in every Aſſembly of Chriſti- 


* See the Original Draught of the Primitive Church, Cc. 
p. 44. 53. And I muſt in Compaſſion to the Reaſerer acquaint 
him, that The Enquiry into the Conſtitution, &c. of the Primitive 
Church, is a Book not to be depended upon, it will lead him into 
many a Scrape ; and it may be of Uſe to him to take this Hint, 
that if at any Time he ſhould be tempted to take any Thing from 
thence, he ſhould not ſend it to the Preſs, before he has ſeriouſly 
conſidered what the very Learned Author of the Oris ina Draught 
Sc. has ſaid in Anſwer to it. 

+ See the Author juſt now referred to. 
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ans a Biſhop always preached; or if he had faid, that 
a Prieſt always preached ; his Account would not have 
been exactly true: And probably this might be the 
Reaſon why he uſed that Word, which might be 
applied either to a Biſhop or a Prieſt. | 

Bat, to carry this a little further, it may be con- 
ſidered, that in the Language of Antiquity, a Biſhop 

may be faid to Preach by his Preſbyters. Of this 
let Ignatius be judge, who lays, (Ep. ad Smyr. S. &i. 8.) 
Let no one do any Thing in the Church without the Bi- 
bop , but immediately adds, Let that Euchariſt be e, 
teemed to be valid, which is performed by the Biſhop, or 
by one whom he ſhall authoriſe. What was done then 
by.a Perſon appointed by the B ſhop, was judged by 
Tenatins to be done by himſclf, z. e. by his Authority. 
And in this Senſe the B:ſhop may be ſaid to preach 
in every Pariſh in his Dioceſe, that is, by his 
Prieſts and Deacons, commiſſioned by him for that 
Purpoſe. 

Let all this be conſidered, and then let any Man 
judge whether Fuſtin's Words are as the Neaſoner 
_ them, and whether they ſpeak againſt 

Epiſcopacy. 

"The 10tation from Ignatius will take leſs Time; 
for in his Epiſtle to the Philadelpbians, after recom- 
mending to them, (in the Preface) Union with their 
B:ſhop, and the Prieſts and Deacons which were 
with Ram in the Body of the Epiſtle he exhorts 
them thus: As Children of the Light and the Truth, 

avoid Separation, end Evil Dottrines : But where the 
Sherher d rs, there, like Sheep, do you follow *. 

J will only aſſure him that this is a juſt Tranſlation, 
and then leave the Reader to compare it with the 
Reaſoner” s: And upon the whole, I humbly conceive 
that no Argument can be drawn from hence againſt 
the Order of Biſhops ;, tho? this very Sentence will 


Texy% wv gurde, x c dub eas, LESTE * Hagel , 9 ra g 2X99 = 
O4ATKXNichg* T8 5 0 Toby Fl, C68 ws 9 S aue. Ignat. 

ad Philadelph. p. 26. 
furniſh 
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furniſh us with one againſt Separation: And I could 
prod ice ſeveral other Paſſages from the ſame Epiſtle, 
to ſupport the Diſtinction between Biſhops and Priefts : 
But of this enough hath been ſaid before. The Rea- 
ſoner is the leſs excuſable for quoting Ignatius falſely, 
b-cauſe he might have conſulted Archb ſhop Wakes 
Engliſh Tranſlation, who renders the Paſſage thus : 
Wherefore, as becomes the Children both of the Light and 
of Truth, flee Diviſions and falſe D-Arines : But where 
your Shepherd is, there do ye, as Sheep, follow after, 
Any one may ſce that this Tranſlation is the fame in 
Senſe with mine; only I have endeavour'd to kee 
rather more cloſely to the Letter of the Obie 
I am inclined to think, if the Reaſoner had read this 
Epiſtle, he would not have quoted it, for by doing 
ſo, he puts his Reader upon examining into it, if he 
be capable ; and as the genuine Epiſtle 1s but a ſhort 
one, he may be tempted to read 1t through ; by do- 
ing which, he will find the Diſtinction between Bi- 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, ſo often repeated, that 
I would adviſe our Reaſoner, (if he has his Cauſe at 
Heart) never to refer to this Epiſtle again. 


F f ＋ N 1 oY 


- 


2 o * = 
4 CHD 
— — a *- 
— 
tt. - 


